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In this booklet you will find information about 
the courses your daughter will be studying in 
Year 8, the activities she will be undertaking 
and the ways in which she will be assessed. 
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ART & DESIGN 

 
 
Content 
The year is divided into projects of different lengths where students explore themes 
through primary and secondary sources, observational drawing and experimentation in a 
range of media.  Each project has either a focus or outcome on a specific media, subject 
matter or artists’ work. 
 
Projects change yearly but aim to build upon experiences in Year 7 whilst also providing 
fresh challenges and stimuli.  Students have opportunities to work both in and out of 
sketchbooks, in 3D, print and digital media. 
 
 
Assessment 
Assessment record sheets allow students to keep track of progress and targets.  Common 
Assessments receive a mark/100 and relate to the assessment criteria for GCSE 1-9 grades 

 
 
 

*************************** 
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BIOLOGY 

 
Aims 
In Year 8 the aims are to promote an enjoyment of the subject, increase the students’ 
knowledge and understanding of the living world, with an emphasis on microbes and 
disease, and inheritance and health.  “How Science Works” is developed throughout the 
course and especially during experimental work. 
 
Content 
Autumn 1 
Topics include types of microbes, immunity and vaccination and variation. 
 
Spring 2 
Topics include Darwin and evolution, fitness and associated experiments.  There is a 
formal practical assessment. 
 
Summer 3 
Topics include recreational, harmful and useful drugs and their effects on the body. 
 
Assessment 
Homework and classwork are marked regularly.  Tests common to the year group are 
given at the end of a unit. “How Science Works” is assessed throughout the year, 
monitoring their practical progress.  There is a written examination in June.    
 
 
 

*************************** 

 

 
 



RAB\AV\Yr8 Curriculum Booklet 2018-20179 July 2018 
 6 

CHEMISTRY 

 
Aims 
Chemistry is the study of the material world around us and how we can make best use of 
the Earth’s resources. 
 
This year we build on the introduction of knowledge and understanding from Year 7 and 
begin to encourage a more systematic analytical approach to study.  Students continue to 
develop their practical skills and begin to make use of chemical symbols and equations to 
represent chemical reactions.   
 
Content 
The topics studied this year are: 
 
Autumn Term 
 Solutions and separation techniques. 
 Atoms and elements, compounds and mixtures 
 
Spring Term 
 Reactions of metals and metal compounds and their uses 
 
Summer Term 
 Reactivity and displacement 
 Revision for examination 
 
Assessment 
The work will be assessed through written tests, taken at the end of the major sections of 
work, homework, on-going assessment of practical, research and presentation skills and 
an examination at the end of the year. 
 
 

*************************** 
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COMPUTING 

 
Aims 
Students are taught in accordance with the National Curriculum Computing Programme of 
Study published in 2013. The aims of the curriculum are to ensure that all pupils: 
 

 Can understand and apply the fundamental principles and concepts of computer 
science, including abstraction, logic, algorithms and data representation. 

 Can analyse problems in computational terms, and have repeated practical 
experience of writing computer programs to solve such problems. 

 Can evaluate and apply information technology, including new or unfamiliar 
technologies, analytically to solve problems. 

 Are responsible, competent, confident and creative users of information and 
communication technology. 
 

Content 
During this year students will be introduced to a range of concepts such as: 
 

 Further development of algorithmic thinking and programming (strands 1&2) 

 Cyber security including the use of encryption techniques in eCommerce. (Strand 5) 

 Wired and wireless networking, the Internet and the Internet of Things. (Strand 5) 

 Understanding HTML and CSS. (Strand 5) 

 The design, creation and use of relational databases. (Strands 3 & 6) 

 
Assessment 
Progress is mapped to criteria that align with the new GCSE 9-1 grade descriptors.  
Students are assessed throughout the year to show their progress through six key strands.  
 
The key strands are: 
 

1. Algorithms 

2. Programming & Development 

3. Data & Data Representation 

4. Hardware & Processing 

5. Communication & Networks 

6. Information Technology 

 

Homework is set every lesson to demonstrate application of knowledge, understanding of 

key concepts, problem-solving skills or to prepare for the following lesson. 
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DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY 

 
Aims 
D&T aims to prepare students with technological and practical skills for problem solving 
and creativity in a range of disciplines.  They work in a variety of stimulating contexts to 
draw upon the local community and wider world when identifying needs and opportunities.  
Students evaluate past and present design and technology, its users and effects to 
become discriminating users of products and innovative designers.  The Year 8 course 
allows for more in-depth study in one particular discipline of Design & Technology and 
maintains the focus of food and nutrition in modules within the food room. 
 
Assessment 
In all areas this is on-going based on practical skills and supporting written evidence.  
Students are given verbal and written feedback alongside marks which related to the GCSE 
1-9 criteria 
 

************************ 
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ENGLISH 

 
Aims 

 To give students experience of a broad range of literature, including pre- and post-
1900 texts, which will foster a love of reading 

 To continue to develop key analytical skills which will deepen students’ 
understanding of both literary and non-literary texts  

 To further develop the fluency and accuracy of students’ writing in a range of 
different forms 

 To further develop students’ editing and proof-reading skills to encourage greater 
autonomy in re-drafting work 

 To further develop students’ confidence in speaking in a range of different contexts 
 
Content 
 
Literature 
Students will study at least one of each of the following: a novel, a play and a selection of 
poetry (either by the same author or thematically linked).  This will include some pre-1900 
texts, for example Twelfth Night or short stories by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle.  Students will 
continue to develop the ability to read with understanding, to engage with the sometimes 
complex ideas and themes in a text and to consider the writer’s use of language and its 
effects.  In addition to this, they will be encouraged to consider the writer’s viewpoint and 
the relationship of each text to its social/historical context.  In this way, the students’ 
enjoyment of literature is enhanced and they continue to develop as confident, 
independent readers. 
 
Writing and Reading 
We continue to promote the writing process and encourage students to plan all pieces of 
extended writing thoroughly.  We also continue to stress the importance of accurate and 
fluent written communication, focusing on aspects of writing such as sentence 
construction and paragraphing.  We reinforce the need for students to proof-read and edit 
their work carefully and to take responsibility for re-drafting.  
 
Media 
Students will be exposed to a variety of media forms, including advertising, print/web 
journalism and multi-modal texts such as TV news, and will develop confidence in their 
own ability to respond critically to them, both verbally and in writing.  They will further 
consider the importance of the media in influencing the way we see the world and 
demonstrate confidence in their ability to interpret and challenge the views/opinions 
expressed. 
 
Students will be given the opportunity to write in a variety of different forms and will 
continue to develop the ability to adapt their style to form, audience and purpose.  Their 
experience of writing will incorporate creative and other imaginative forms of writing, from 
which students derive a great deal of enjoyment.   
 
Students will study a range of non-fiction extracts in order to enhance their own writing 
expertise. 
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ERIC 
The ERIC scheme continues into Year 8 with the addition of a reading journal.  The journal 
allows pupils to explore a variety of creative responses to their independent reading. 
 
Speaking and Listening 
Students will develop greater confidence in contributing to whole-class, small group and 
paired discussion and we continue to encourage them to articulate independent views.  
We also stress the need to respond sensitively and constructively to the contributions of 
others.  Students will also be expected to give an individual presentation, which may be an 
informative talk about a subject which interests them or a persuasive speech on a topical 
issue.   
 
Drama 
Drama continues to play an important part within English lessons through role-play and 
improvisation, script-writing and performance.  We aim to approach the study of plays 
through drama, considering the text in performance rather than on the page.  Thus 
students will develop their knowledge and understanding of dramatic techniques.  We 
continue to make regular use of techniques such as hot-seating to explore character and 
motivation in the literary texts we study. 
 
Assessment 
Students will be awarded a level 1-9 at least once every half term to cover Reading, 
Writing and Speaking and Listening across the year.  This will include two common 
assessments and a summer examination 
 
 

*************************** 
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GEOGRAPHY 

 
Aims 
1. To build on the skills learned in Year 7. 
2. To begin the study of the physical processes shaping our planet. 
3. To develop a keen awareness of places, particularly countries and regions in Asia, 

and to show how people survive under more challenging conditions. 
4. To continue to develop fieldwork skills, particularly in relation to physical 

Geography. 
 
Content 
1. The Earth’s structure and the theory of Plate Tectonics. 
2. The effect of tectonic hazards such as earthquakes and volcanoes. Case study work. 
3. The geography of Asia: physical and human characteristics. 
4. Detailed study of issues in China. 
5. Globalisation and the fashion industry 
6. How rivers shape the landscape including processes, landforms and fieldwork at Ashes 

Hollow, Shropshire. 
 

 
Assessment 
More use of maps at a variety of scales, role plays, use of ICT, including Geographical 
research. End of module levelled assessments and field work report.  
 
Through studying the places, topics and issues outlined above, the girls will be assessed to 
demonstrate how well they can:- 

 Ask questions, analyse evidence and suggest solutions to a problem, 

 Independently plan and develop their own river enquiry. 

 Use a range of geographical skills including graphical, literacy, investigative, ICT 

and cartographic skills. 

 Communicate geographical knowledge and understanding in writing demonstrating 

empathy towards stakeholders. 

 
The girls will carry out three formal levelled assessments throughout the year, 
leading to a final examination in the Summer Term. 

 
 

**************************** 
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HISTORY 

 
Aims  

 Develop the ability to explain the causes and consequences of events.  
 Strengthen the ability to categorise and prioritise the significance of different factors when 

discussing historical events.   
 Develop source analysis and evaluation skills.  
 Increase student ability to assess and explain the extent of change and continuity over 

time.  
 
Content 
Term 1: 
The Making of the UK 1500-1750 topics include: -   Causes & events of the English Civil War  

The Republic and Oliver Cromwell 
 
Term 1 and Term 2: 
The French Revolution topics include: -   Causes of the French Revolution 
       Roles of Louis XVI and Marie-Antoinette  

Events & Reforms of the Revolution 
        
Term 2 and Term 3: 
Expansion of Trade & Industry 1750-1900 topic includes: - The Industrial Revolution 
        Living & working conditions 
                 The transport Revolution 
 
Black Peoples of the Americas topic includes:-           The transatlantic slave trade 
                 Life as a slave  
                 Resistance and Abolition 
 
Key Questions 
 Was Charles I responsible for the Civil War? 
 Did the French Revolution make life better for the people of France? 
 How did the Industrial Revolution change Britain? 
 Why was slavery legal in Britain for so long?   
 

Learning Activities 
Discussion and debate, role plays, group work, research projects and presentations. 
Essay writing and source analysis and evaluation activities.  
Students will also visit Blists Hill as part of their study of 1750-1900.  
 
 
Assessment 
Students will have regular feedback on their progress with opportunities for peer and self-
reflection also throughout the year to help develop their skills and understanding. There will be 
regular homework which may be independent work, group work, research or short written or 
creative tasks. 
 
There will be three formal assessments throughout the year to test key historical skills including a 
summer examination. 

*************************** 
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INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 

 
 
Instrumental Music tuition is available in the following instrument groups: woodwind, 
brass, strings, percussion and singing.  Students may elect to receive a weekly lesson, for 
which there is a charge, and it is possible to hire school instruments where appropriate.   
 
A wide variety of instrumental groups exist and students may join these, whether or not 
they receive tuition in school. Entry to some groups is dependant upon grade. 
 
All students have the opportunity to take external examinations (Associated Board and 
Trinity Guildhall) which are held each term. 
 
Further details are available from Mrs Bishop. 
 

 
 
 

*************************** 
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LATIN 

 
 
Aims 
Our prime aim is to teach Latin in an enjoyable way for reading purposes so that our 
students can learn about a civilisation on which our modern way of life is based, in the 
original language.  We use the Cambridge Latin course which is a well-proven course in 
Latin, and supplement it with our own material, background books, DVDs, the CLC website 
and E-learning resources. 
 
The students follow the story of a family, and particularly one man Quintus, in various 
adventures through the Roman Empire.  The complexity of the language used develops 
each year. 
 
Content 
Autumn Term 
The course begins.  An introduction is made to Quintus and his family, a teenage boy 
living in a banker’s family in Pompeii, Central Italy before the eruption in 79AD.  The 
stories are based on a real family, and on written and archaeological evidence.  We learn 
about Quintus’s family, Roman houses, local shops and the forum.  Grammar is painlessly 
introduced: simple case endings and the present tense. 
 
Spring Term 
The stories cover the Roman theatre, of which Pompeii had two, slavery, Roman beliefs on 
the afterlife, Roman dinner parties and gladiatorial contests. 
Vocabulary widens and the tenses increase, bringing in two past tenses. 
 
Summer Term 
Through stories of Roman elections, education and the eruption of Mount Vesuvius, 
students encounter the dative case (the indirect object) for the first time and the three 
learnt tenses, the present, imperfect and perfect, are used in all persons in a variety of 
combinations.  A graphic and moving chapter is devoted to the effect the eruption had on 
the lives of the citizens.  
 
Assessment 
Translation and comprehension skills are assessed in the form of written work regularly 
throughout the year; vocabulary and grammar via tests.  In class peer and self-
assessment are often used.  Background topics are assessed through written or practical 
assignments and tests and, where appropriate, through work resulting from trips to 
historical sites.  Assessment is both summative and formative.  Problems diagnosed via 
the mid-year test and/or the summer examination are addressed through extra tuition, 
often by peer mentoring.  The department gives detailed assessment for learning through 
individualised reports. 
 
 
 

*************************** 
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MATHEMATICS 

 
 

Aims 
Mathematics contributes to the school curriculum by developing students’ abilities to 
calculate; to reason logically, algebraically and geometrically; to solve problems and to 
handle data.  Mathematics is important for students in many other areas of study, 
particularly science and technology.  It is also important in everyday living, in many forms 
of employment, and in public decision-making.  As a subject in its own right, Mathematics 
presents frequent opportunities for creativity, and can stimulate moments of pleasure and 
wonder when a problem is solved for the first time, or a more elegant solution to a 
problem is discovered, or when hidden connections suddenly manifest. 
 
Content 
Students will be following the National Curriculum with mathematical problem-solving at 
the heart of our approach. Pupils are encouraged to identify, understand and apply 
relevant mathematical principles and make connections between different ideas.  In this 
way, we intend to equip them with the skills that they will need to solve problems in the 
future. 
 
We continue to build on the strong number foundations laid in year 7 and students will 
have the opportunity to practise skills covered previously.  Statistics is taught in context 
and the use of real data ensures that its relevance is appreciated.  Algebra and geometry 
skills from year 7 are revisited and extended as we consider the links between straight line 
graphs and sequences. 
 
The Majority of work covered in year 8 will be at grades 4 and 5 of the new GCSE, 
although it may be necessary to cover support work at grade 3 or desirable to challenge at 
grade 6.  Mathematics is a building block subject and therefore the topics studied in Year 8 
form a foundation for subsequent studies. 
 
Assessment 
Assessment occurs in every lesson both formally and informally.  Homework is set twice a 
week and should last approximately 30 minutes each time.  This may be combined into 
larger pieces at the class teacher's discretion. Homework and class work form part of the 
formal assessment process together with termly common assessments and the school 
examinations in the Summer Term. 
 
 

*************************** 
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MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES 

In Year 8 students will continue to study the two modern languages which they began in 
Year 7.  These will be German and Russian.  They will also begin Latin. 

Aims 

Our aim is to make students confident and competent linguists who appreciate other 
people’s cultures. 
 
Content 
In Year 8 there is greater emphasis on progression through the structure of the language.  
 
Students should be able to accelerate through a range of language objectives and should 
become more adept at acquiring linguistic competence within and beyond the classroom.  
Past and future tenses are introduced this year. 
 
Students continue to focus on everyday topics and will, in addition, learn some basic 
cultural facts about the target language country. 
 
We hope that students will regularly explore foreign language websites. 

Assessment 

Homework will include activities in the four skills. 
Assessment (formative or summative) is done in every term and progress and targets are 
recorded on a tracker sheet throughout the year. 
 

*************************** 
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MUSIC 

Aims 
 To provide opportunities for developing knowledge, skills and understanding of 

venue, occasion and purpose through the study of Music written for special 
occasions, using alternative notations and themes and variation. 

 To explore how ideas, experiences and emotions are conveyed in a range of music 
from different cultures through the study of Blues and Latin American rhythms.  

 
Content 
Units of study 

  Latin American Dance Music 
  Anthems  
 Theme and Variation 
   
  

Throughout each of these units of work, students will have opportunities to perform, 
compose and analyse music from the style, genre or musical tradition studied. They will 
work collaboratively to explore a wide range of musical contexts and will learn theory of 
music throughout the year. 
 
 
Assessment 
Within each unit of study there are opportunities for students to evaluate their own work 
and that of their peers and each unit will also be teacher assessed. There will be a final 
listening examination at the end of the year to test understanding of each of the units of 
study.   

 
 
 

*************************** 
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PERSONAL, SOCIAL, HEALTH AND CITIZENSHIP EDUCATION 

 
What is PSHCE? 
Your PSHCE lessons will promote your personal wellbeing by covering personal identity, 
healthy lifestyles, risk, relationships and diversity. 
They will promote your economic wellbeing by covering career, capability and economic 
understanding. 
 
What is citizenship? 
Citizenship education will empower you to participate in society as active, informed, critical 
and responsible citizens. It will be taught in PSHCE lessons; some history, geography and 
RS lessons and through active participation in a whole range of school and community 
activities. 

Sex and Relationships Education (SRE) is taught within the PSHCE programme.  The topics 
are repeated in a development programme to enable children to build upon prior learning, 
and are covered in the ‘Developing a healthy lifestyle’ and ‘Developing your relationships’ 
components. 

 
Programme 
 
Careers                             Developing as a citizen 
1. Business Apprentice        1.   How the law is created 
2. Researching different Careers areas      2.   Young people and the law 
3. Early job application + CV                  3.   The courts 
4. Future Careers thoughts                   4.   Human rights and the law 
5.  Enterprising personalities 
                
Developing a healthy lifestyle 
1. Body talk – factors affecting body image. 
2. Smoking. 
3. Taking risks with drugs – basic facts and laws about illegal substances. 
4. Internet Safety – awareness of potential risks, how to deal with them. 
 
 
Developing your relationships 
1. Love – different kinds of relationships. Why people want romantic love. 
2. Relationships at home – different values and attitudes about family. 
3. Sexual discrimination – the effects of stereotyping and how to challenge them 

assertively. 
4. Bullying – different forms, including homophobic; methods to tackle and diffuse 

situations. 
5. Online bullying 
 
 

****************************** 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

 
Aims 
The department provides a safe working and learning environment, where each girl has 
the opportunity to develop across a range of activities, to the best of her ability.  This not 
only involves the development of physical skills, but how to apply them effectively, 
individually, with a partner and as a team, leading to tactical strategies; how to evaluate 
and improve performance; an appreciation of the importance of rules and their application 
in competition; a positive attitude towards health and fitness; an opportunity to develop 
creative performance. 
 
Content 
Adapting, refining and consolidating existing skills and extending Year 7 work in invasion 
games, net games (tennis and badminton), striking and fielding games, athletics, 
gymnastics, fitness and dance.  Focusing on developing team attacking and defending 
strategies in games with an understanding of positional roles.  Developing compositional 
work in gymnastics and dance.  Students also have the opportunity to develop their 
leadership skills. 
 
Assessment 
In Physical Education students will be undergoing continuous assessment based on how 
they are performing and how they demonstrate progress within each lesson.  Within some 
units students will work towards a final ‘assessment performance’, however weekly 
developments will also play an important role. 
 
All students are given self-assessment sheets at the start of the unit, which outline the 
outcomes they are expected to demonstrate in order to achieve a certain grade.  Students 
are awarded a tiered level for each activity that they take part in. This will suggest 
whether they are 'Emerging, Developing, Secure or Mastery in their skill application and 
gameplay / performance. These will be shared with the students at the end of each unit.   
An average grade is then established for each student based on their performance in all 
activity areas. These will be reported to parents at the end of Year 9.  It is expected that 
most students should achieve a grade 6 or 7 by the end of Year 9. 
 
The PE Department do, however, put more emphasis on individual progress and steps for 
progression rather than grades attained.  Grades awarded, simply benchmark where 
students are at and highlight what steps they need to take to move forward. 
 

*************************** 
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PHYSICS 

 

 
Aims 
Physics is the study of the laws that govern the working of the physical world. It helps us 
to answer the questions 'Why?' and 'How?' Each topic is chosen to broaden knowledge of 
their surroundings and to encourage students to want to find out more.  
 
This year students will be introduced to more specialised scientific terms and units and will 
learn how to measure precisely, use laboratory equipment with confidence, manipulate 
equations to calculate values, interpret simple graphs and draw scientific diagrams.  
 
They will have an opportunity to display data in tables, draw bar charts, pie charts and 
graphs and look for patterns and trends in data. 
 
Content 
 

 Magnets and Electromagnets: They will study magnetism and electromagnetism 
and extend their understanding of electricity.   

 
 Forces and Motion: Students will recap and further their understanding of forces, 

moments and pressure and work on developing their practical skills. After the 
summer examinations they will study speed, how it is measured and the ways in 
which resultant forces change it. 
 

 Heat Transfers.  Students study the different types of heat transfer including 
conduction, convection and radiation. 

 
Assessment 
At the end of each topic there is a test to check on students’ understanding of the material 
covered and to indicate the type of questions on each topic they are likely to be asked in 
the summer examination. Plenty of notice of the test date is given and homework time is 
allocated for revision.  The teacher gives advice how best to set about learning the work. 
 
At the end of the year there is an examination that will examine the topics they have 
covered throughout the year. 
 

 
*************************** 
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RELIGIOUS STUDIES 

 
The study of Judaism, Islam and Hinduism.  
 
Aims 
Study in Year 8 continues with an exploration of the key beliefs and practices of Judaism, 
Islam and Hinduism to develop the ability to appreciate what it means to be a Jew, Muslim 
and Hindu. The study of religions allows students to consider ways in which people 
express their faith through action and the impact of religious belief on the lives of 
followers today. Students are also able to appreciate the reasons for similarities and 
differences in religious traditions.  
 
Content 

 Jewish history, key beliefs and worship 
 A study of the Holocaust as a challenge to faith in God 
 Religion and Sport 

o Christian teachings on poverty and wealth 
o Anti-Semitism 

 Islam beliefs, worship and festivals 
 Hindu beliefs, worship and festivals 

 
Learning activities 
Independent thinking, paired, group and class discussions and debate. 
Research and written work, including essay writing and the development of GCSE exam 
skills. 
 
Assessment 
Formative assessment throughout each topic, leading to an end of topic summative 
assessment. 
End of Year Examination. 
All students have a copy of the Level Descriptors for Religious Studies in their exercise 
books. 
 
 
 
 

*************************** 
 


