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G. C. S. E. 

NATIONAL CURRICULUM 
KEY STAGE 4 

NOTES FOR GUIDANCE 
 
 

You are about to enter a vital stage in your educational career.  It is important for your personal 
development and your ultimate career prospects that you have a sound all-round education which shows 

your ability in many aspects of the curriculum. 

 
Before you enter Year 10 some decisions have to be made in terms of which subjects to continue with at 

GCSE. 
 

When making your choices you will be influenced by your interest and ability in the subject and the 
requirements of any career in which you are interested. 

 

The purpose of this booklet is to give information about all the subjects available whether they be optional, 
compulsory or compulsory in the curriculum but non-examinable. 

 
You should pay careful attention to the notes given on the next page which will help you in your choice. 
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KEY STAGE 4 CURRICULUM 
 

In Years 10 and 11 as part of the 
National Curriculum you must study: 

These compulsory components in this school are 
met as follows: 

All girls must study at least: 

 English  English Language and English Literature [2 GCSEs] 

 Mathematics  Mathematics 

 Science  Science (taught as Physics, Chemistry and Biology)  

 Physical Education  Physical Education lessons for all students 

 Religious Education  Religious Education is delivered through modules 

of the PSHCE programme and within the assembly 
programme.  There is also the opportunity to study 

GCSE Religious Studies. 

 PSHCE   The Personal, Social, Health and Citizenship 

(PSHCE) programme includes Careers Guidance, 
Religious Education, Citizenship and Sex and 

Relationship Education.  All Year 10 girls undertake 

a work experience placement in the summer term. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CURRICULUM REFORM 
 

The reform of the GCSE curriculum saw the introduction of the new style qualifications from 2015.  As of 
September 2017 all GCSE courses will follow the new reformed specifications. 

 

Though bearing the same qualification title, these new qualifications will attempt to produce more rigorous 
study and assessment of each subject.  They will also differ from old GCSEs as nearly every subject will be 

entirely examined, without any coursework elements.  The final grade received at the end of the course will 
also be on the new GCSE number grading system of 9 – 1.  As a guideline, the top three grades (9, 8 and 7) 

will replace the current top two (A* and A), with the top 20% of those being graded 9. 
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CHOICES: WHAT DO I NEED TO DO? 

 

In order to maintain a broad and balanced curriculum in Key Stage 4 and to widen future opportunities for 
students post 16, the school requires each student make their option choices as follows: 

 

Choice 1 A Modern Foreign Language. For September 2018 the choice is from German and Russian. 
Choice 2 A humanity subject from Geography, History or Religious Studies. 

Choice 3 & 4 Two more subjects from the following: Art and Design, Computer Science, Design 
Technology, Food Preparation and Nutrition, Latin, Music, Physical Education, an additional 

Modern Foreign Language (either French or Russian) or an additional humanity subject. 

 
 

 
 

ADVICE ON HOW TO MAKE YOUR CHOICES 
 
 

1.  Read the descriptions of subjects in this booklet with care. 
 

2. Think about;  

Where do my strengths lie? 
What skills may I need for some subjects? 

Which subjects particularly interest me? 
 

3. Ask yourself - what ideas about my future career do I have at the moment? 

 
4. Discuss your choices carefully with your parents/carers. 

 
5. Discuss your choices with your form teacher and subject teachers who can give you valuable          

 help. 
 

6. Remember that several subjects can be taken at A level which have not been studied at 

 GCSE, for example, Economics, Classical Civilisation, Art, Music, Geography, History, Religious 
 Studies, Psychology and Physical Education, Sociology and Business Studies. 

 
 For languages it is necessary to follow the appropriate GCSE course if you intend to take the 

language at A level. 

 
7. Do not avoid choosing a subject because it has meant more homework in the past.  All GCSE 

subjects involve more homework than in Year 9. 
 

8. Do not choose a subject only because your friend is opting for it, or because of your liking for a 
particular member of staff.  There is no guarantee that you will be with that friend or that 

member of staff. 

 
9. Every effort will be made to allocate you to the subjects you have chosen.  However, 

we cannot guarantee that all combinations of choices will be available within the 
final option blocks and some subjects may not be available if there is not sufficient 

demand from students. 
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EXAMINATIONS NON-EXAMNINATION ASSESSMENTS 
 

As well as a final examination, some subjects will also require student to undertaken some non-examined 
assessments in class.  Non-examined assessments measure subject-specific knowledge and skills that cannot 

be tested by timed written papers. 

 
 

 
NEA and Examination Weightings 

 

Subject Examination Non-Examination 
Assessment 

Art and Design 40% 60% 

Computer Science 100% - 

Design Technology  50% 50% 

English Language 100% - 

English Literature 100% - 

Food Preparation and Nutrition 50% 50% 

German 100%  

Geography 100% - 

History 100% - 

Latin 100% - 

Mathematics 100% - 

Music 40% 60% (Performing and composing) 

PE 60% 10% written Controlled Assessment 
and 30% practical 

Religious Studies 100% - 

Russian 100% - 

Science 100% - 
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HIGHER EDUCATION 
 
 

A LEVELS CURRENTLY ON OFFER 
 
 
 

The School offers the following A levels - although this situation may be subject to change.  Please note that 
this comprehensive list will support most choices at degree level. 

 

A Levels in: 
Art, Biology, Chemistry, Classical Civilisation, Computer Science, Economics, English, French, Further 

Mathematics, Geography, German, Government and Politics, History, Japanese, Latin, Mathematics, Music, 
Physics, Psychology, Religious Studies, Russian, Spanish, Sociology and Business Studies. 

 

NB: Languages vary each year depending on what subjects have been studied at KS4. 
 

  
 

 
 

 

POST 18 OPPORTUNITIES 
 

 

Almost all girls who attend this school stay on into the Sixth Form to study their chosen subjects at A level 
and of these the majority go on to university so that they can gain a degree.  They do this for several 

reasons. 
 

1. Studying at degree level is satisfying and enjoyable for its own sake. 

 
2. The experience of being at university brings maturity and independence.  The opportunities available for 

intellectual and personal development are manifold and the range of sporting, musical and leisure 
activities available are wide and readily accessible. 

 

3. The choice of careers is far wider if you have a degree; the chance of getting a job is greater and 
research shows that earning potential is increased. 

 
Some careers do demand specific degree qualifications but this is not so for the majority.  Employers look 

for people who are adaptable, flexible, and capable of working both independently and as part of a team 
and who have the intellectual capacity to study for a degree.  The actual subject matter studied is often not 

as important as the skills acquired in its study.  The results obtained at GCSE level are used by universities 

to make decisions regarding interviews and offers. 
 

University is not the only option available for Post-16 study.  Many organisations within the world of 
business, as well as universities, offer Higher Apprenticeships or Degree Apprenticeships.  These options 

allow students to gain further education and qualifications.  The qualification they gain can be up to degree 

level and is completed whilst working and earning.   
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE (OCR) 351 
ENGLISH LITERATURE (OCR) 352 

 
Compulsory 

 

 

These are two separate GCSEs for which you will prepare in Year 10 and Year 11 English lessons. 

GCSE English Language teaches and tests a wide range of skills and knowledge including understanding and 

analysis of non-fiction twentieth and pre-twentieth century texts, writing for purpose, audience and impact 

and writing imaginatively and creatively.   

GCSE English Literature focuses on detailed knowledge of specific works of prose, poetry and drama. 

 

Why are English Language and English Literature important? 
 

The development of sophisticated oral and written language skills is important throughout your education, in 
many social and practical areas of life and for almost all careers. 

 

Oral work for example, will include: listening carefully; assimilating and presenting material; stating your 
point of view clearly; creating roles and group-based discussion. 

 
Written work in English develops your ability to organise your material and ideas; to write persuasively and 

accurately; to analyse texts; to imagine and be creative and to adapt your style as appropriate to audience 

and purpose. 
 

How is English assessed? 
 

The examination board chosen is OCR.  Outline specifications for English Language and English Literature 

are below: 

 

OCR GCSE English Language 

Unit 1 Communicating Information and Ideas 

Examination 

50% 

(unseen 
texts) 

Section A: Reading ideas and information. Read two unseen texts or extracts 

(including one 19th century text) and respond to questions focusing upon reading and 

understanding.  
Section B: Writing for purpose, audience and impact. Choice of two extended writing 

non-fiction tasks, using ideas related to the reading theme.  

Unit 2 Exploring Effects and Impacts 

Examination 

50% 

(unseen 
texts) 

Section A: Exploring effects and impact. Read two unseen texts or extracts and 

respond to questions focusing upon exploring writers’ ideas and methods.  

Section B: Writing imaginatively and creatively. Choice of two creative writing tasks. 
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OCR English Literature 

Unit 1 Exploring Modern and Literary Heritage 

Examination 
50% 

(closed text) 

Section A: Exploring modern and literary heritage texts. Answer two questions on 
modern drama. One essay will compare the text with an unseen extract of the same 

genre. 
Section B: 19th century prose. One essay choosing between an extract based or 

discursive question.  

Unit 2 Exploring Poetry and Shakespeare 

Examination 
50% 

(closed text) 

Section A: Exploring poetry. Answer two questions on poetry. One essay will compare 
the text with an unseen poem. 

Section B: Shakespeare.  One essay choosing between an extract-based or discursive 
question. 

 

Homework 
You may be set up to two hours homework each week.  This is because, in effect, you are studying for two 

qualifications.  Homework usually falls into one of the following categories: 
 

 preparatory reading or research 

 note-making 

 planning a piece of work for controlled assessment 

 preparing for an oral assessment  

 essay writing 

 

How does GCSE English Language/English Literature lead on to AS/A2? 
 

The work in GCSE English Literature in particular offers excellent preparation for AS/A2 level English 
Literature.  You will have acquired valuable experience of analysing texts, developing a personal response 

and doing independent research.   
 

The skills and knowledge developed in GCSE English Language and English Literature such as; fluency of 

written expression; precise analysis and the ability to construct a coherent argument, are also important in 
many A level subjects. 
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MATHEMATICS (AQA) 8300 
 

 

Compulsory 
 

 
What’s good about Mathematics? 

This is a compulsory subject because there is general agreement that mathematics is one of the essential 

subjects which every person should study.  The usefulness of mathematics to the future of each individual 
varies.  For some, arithmetical skills will be needed for use at home or in an office or workplace.  For others, 

mathematics will be the basis of scientific development and modern technology and there is an increasing 
use of mathematical techniques as a management tool in commerce and industry. 

 
What will I study at GCSE? 

You are taught mathematics to: 

 Enable you to develop, within your capabilities, the mathematical skills and understanding required for 

adult life, for employment and for further study and training. 

 Provide you with such mathematics as may be needed for the study of other subjects. 

 Help you to develop as far as possible your appreciation and enjoyment of mathematics itself. 
 

How is Mathematics GCSE assessed? 
 

Assessment is by examination only. 

 
All pupils will be entered for the higher tier papers.  The specification has three question papers which cover 
all the assessment objectives and are taken in the same examination series.  All content and assessment 

objectives may be assessed on any of the papers. 
 

  Duration Weighting 

Paper 1 

Written Paper 
No calculator allowed 1 hour 30 mins 

 

33.3% 
  

Paper 2 

Written Paper 
Calculator allowed 1 hour 30 mins 

33.3%  

 

Paper 3 

Written Paper 
Calculator allowed 1 hour 30 mins 33.3%  

 

 
The expectation is that pupils will sit the examination in June of Year 11.  The assessment papers will carry 

questions that include “functional elements.”  This means they will be related to real life scenarios and will 
not lead the students through the problem but require them to find their own way to a solution.  For the last 

few years the mathematics department have been trialling this type of question with Key Stage 3 pupils. We 

believe that this will help students to answer these questions successfully.  There is also a small element of 
multiple choice contained within the paper. 

 
Homework 

There are two homework sessions of 45 minutes maximum each, per week.  The homework set will vary but 
will be related to the topics studied at the time, or be general revision questions. 

 

What skills will I develop 
The course enables you to: 

 Develop your mathematical knowledge and oral, written and practical skills in a manner which 

encourages confidence in the subject. 

 Develop a feel for number, carry out calculations and understand the significance of the results 
obtained. 

 

 
 



GCSE Booklet January 2018                                                                                                            Page 11 
 

 

 Formulate and solve problems, present the solutions clearly and check and interpret the results. 

 Develop an understanding of mathematical principles. 

 Develop an ability to apply mathematics in other subjects, particularly science and technology, in 
order to meet the demands which society makes of you. 

 Produce and appreciate imaginative and creative work arising from mathematical ideas. 

 Acquire a foundation appropriate to the further study of mathematics and other disciplines. 

 
How does GCSE Mathematics lead on to A level? 

In acquiring the skills outlined, at a good standard, you will have the foundation necessary to undertake the 
study of AS, A2 & Further Mathematics. 
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THE SCIENCES (AQA) 
Biology 8461 Chemistry 8462  Physics 8463 

 

Compulsory 
What’s good about Science? 

It seeks to answer the question WHY? 
... why is the sky blue? 

... why do camels have humps? 

... why does perfume smell? 
 

Science stimulates and excites curiosity about phenomena and events in the world around you.  It also 
satisfies this curiosity with knowledge.  Science links direct practical experience with ideas.  Scientific method 

is about developing and evaluating explanations through experimental evidence and modelling.  This should 
help critical and creative thought.  Through science, you will learn how major scientific ideas contribute to 

technological changes in industry, business and medicine, improving the quality of life.  You will begin to 

recognise the cultural significance of science and trace its world-wide development, learning to question and 
discuss science-based issues that may affect your life, the direction of society and the future of the world. 

 
Science is a core subject of the National Curriculum and it is therefore compulsory to study all three sciences 

in Year 10 and Year 11.  At WGHS we offer the AQA Sciences specification, taught as three separate 

subjects.  This comprises of Biology, Chemistry and Physics.  
 

Practical Assessment 
There’s no better way to learn about science than through purposeful practical activities as part of day to 

day teaching and learning.  There are ten required practicals in both Physics and Biology and eight in 
Chemistry, which will be integrated into lessons over the whole of the GCSE.  This will enable students to 

pick up skills that will then be tested in their examinations at the end of Year 11. 

Examinations   
All written papers are taken at the end of Year 11. 

 
Homework 

30 minutes per subject (i.e. Physics, Chemistry, Biology), per week. 

 
 

Following a Science GCSE course should allow you to: 
 

 Acquire a systematic body of scientific knowledge, and the skills needed to apply this in new and 

changing situations in a range of domestic, industrial and environmental contexts. 

 Acquire an understanding of scientific ideas, how they develop, the factors which may affect their 
development and their power and limitations. 

 Plan and carry out a range of investigations, considering and evaluating critically your own data and 

that obtained from other sources, using ICT where appropriate. 

 Evaluate in terms of scientific knowledge and understanding, the benefits and drawbacks of 

scientific and technological developments, including those related to the environment, personal 
health and quality of life, and considering ethical issues. 

 Select, organise and present information clearly and logically, using appropriate scientific terms and 

conventions, using ICT where appropriate. 

 
How does GCSE Science lead on to A level? 

A levels are currently offered in Biology, Chemistry and Physics.  The organisation of teaching at GCSE 
into separate subjects helps this.  As each subject is separately assessed you will be able to make 

informed choices based on your enjoyment of, and your progress in, the sciences. 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION (CORE) 

 
 
 

Compulsory - Non-examination PE 

 

 
What’s good about Physical Education? 

This is a non-examination subject that gives students the opportunity to participate in and enjoy the benefits 
of regular physical activity and understand the impact that this can have on their own personal health, 

wellbeing and lifestyle.  

 
Physical Education is studied through activities such as games, gymnastics and dance in order to: 

 

 Further understanding of your chosen game/activity. 

 Increase knowledge of the organisation and umpiring/officiating rules or conventions of your chosen 
activity. 

 Further develop personal performance and physical skill. 

 
In leisure activities, Physical Education: 

 

 Introduces a variety of activities that students can pursue in their own time, and so contributes to 

personal and social development. 

 Develops commitment to a healthy, active lifestyle. 

 Provides enjoyment and satisfaction. 

What will I study in Physical Education? 
We always try to shape our curriculum to give students as much choice as possible and hence students will 

have the opportunity to shape their own curriculum to a certain extent in order to follow specific pathways 

that are of interest to them.  This may involve a performance focus for some, whilst for others it may be 
taking on a leadership and/or officiating role.  There will be opportunities to follow all of these pathways 

within the different options that will be made available. It is anticipated that some of the following activities 
may also be offered:  Sports Leadership Award, hockey, netball, basketball, tennis, badminton, volleyball, 

gymnastics, dance, table tennis, rounders, athletics, games from around the world. There is also a 

mandatory ‘Fitness 4 Life’ unit that each student will opt to do at some point in Year 10.  This unit enlightens 
students on why you need to follow a healthy, active lifestyle, by giving a taster of a variety of activities that 

they can get involved in both in and out of school. 
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PERSONAL, SOCIAL, HEALTH and CITIZENSHIP EDUCATION 
 
 
 

Compulsory - Non-examination 
 

 
 

This is a compulsory, non-examination course for one period each fortnight.  It sets out to increase your 

self-awareness, confidence and ability to make informed choices in the areas of: 

 you as a person 

 your relationships 

 your lifestyle 

 you as a citizen 
 

All familiar to you from Key Stage 3. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

How is the subject assessed? 
Certain activities, discussions and pieces of self-assessment will give your teacher an indication of your 

progress in each of these four strands.   

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

YEAR 10 YEAR 11 

The following areas are covered in four 

week blocks: 
Developing as a person – this section 

will concentrate on work related learning. 
Developing a healthy lifestyle – this 

section will cover diet, exercise, drugs and 
mental health. 

Developing your relationships – this 

section examines stereotypes, prejudice 
and discrimination. 

Developing as a citizen – this will cover 
the European Union, a free press, the law 

and taxation. 

The following areas are covered in six week 

blocks: 
Developing as a person – here you will 

complete personal statements and learn how 
to write a CV. 

Developing a healthy lifestyle – this will 
focus on financial capabilities. 

Developing your relationships – this will 

cover family life and parenting skills. 
Developing as a citizen – here you will 

increase your awareness of your role as a 
citizen of the ‘global’ community. 
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OPTIONAL
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MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES 
 

 

One Modern Foreign Language course is compulsory in choice 1.  You can also take a second 
MFL, if you so choose as choice 3 or 4.   

 
The first modern language must be chosen from one of the two (German or Russian) which you have 

studied in Key Stage 3.  You can choose both of these two languages if you wish.   

 
What’s good about Modern Foreign Languages? 

The need for competence in languages will become increasingly acute as the world of communications 
expands.  With the Internet, distance is no longer an issue, as everywhere is within easy reach.  The ability 

to communicate in a number of major world languages will be an asset for anyone.  Knowledge of a foreign 
language equips you with the valuable social skills of listening and negotiating and makes you aware of the 

importance of respecting different cultures.  You will also be competing for jobs in this country with young 

people from EU countries, many of whom learn two or more modern languages. 
 

You will be able to share your interests and opinions with other people who speak the language. 
 

You have studied two modern languages to a high standard in Key Stage 3.  Please think carefully when you 

make your choice. 
 

What will I study at GCSE? 
 

 

GERMAN (AQA) 8668   RUSSIAN (EDEXCEL) 1 RU0 
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GERMAN (AQA) 8668 
 
At GCSE, you will study the four language skills (Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing) across a wider 

range of topics than at Key Stage 3. 
 

The Topics in the GCSE specification are: 

 
Theme 1: Identity and culture (Me, my family and friends; technology in everyday life; free-time  

  activities) 
 

Theme 2: Local, national, international and global areas of interest (Home, town, neighbourhood and 

  region; social issues, charity, healthy living; the environment; poverty and homelessness; 
  travel and tourism) 

 
Theme 3: Current and future study and employment (My studies; life at school; education post-16;  

  jobs, career choices and ambitions) 
 

 All four skills are assessed at Foundation Tier or Higher Tier and each skill is worth 25%.  You will find 

that, because we cover so much at Key Stage 3, you will already have learnt much of the Foundation 

Tier German vocabulary and grammar. 

 You will be entered for the Higher Tier examinations which will be taken at the end of the GCSE course. 
 

Examinations 
 

Description Duration Weighting 

Paper 1 – Listening 
Written Exam 

Section A – questions in English, to be answered in English or 

non-verbally. 
Section B – questions in German, to be answered in German 

or non-verbally. 
  

45 Minutes 25% 

Paper 2 – Speaking  

Exam conducted by teacher – Role play, photo card and 
general conversation. 

 

10 - 12 Minutes + 

preparation time 

25% 

Paper 3 – Reading 
Written Exam 

Section A – questions, in English, to be answered in English or 
non-verbally. 

Section B – questions in German, to be answered in German 

or non-verbally. 
Section C – translation from German into English. 

 

60 Minutes 25% 

Paper 4 – Writing 

Written exam 

Question 1 – structured written response to four detailed. 
Bullet points (approximately 90 words). 

Question 2 – open ended writing task (approximately 150 
words). 

Question 3 – translation from English into German. 

1 hour 15 minutes 25% 

 
Full details of all the above, plus the specification vocabulary, are available on the AQA website. 

 

Homework 
 

 Two pieces of homework per week up to a total of 75 minutes. 

 How do GCSE Modern Foreign Languages lead on to A Level?  The topics and grammar covered provide 

a solid foundation for a level study.  Skills acquired at GCSE are developed and extended. 
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RUSSIAN (EDEXCEL) 1RU0 
 
Your studies of the language in Key Stage 3 will have prepared you well for the GCSE course. You already 
know a lot of the vocabulary and grammar which you will need.  You know how to talk about yourself, your 

family and friends, your hobbies, school and holidays.  You will build on this knowledge during your GCSE 
course and move on to new topics, such as: future careers, work experience, social media, cultural 

celebrations, international music and sports events and the natural world. 

 
There is a dual tier of entry for this specification, the foundation tier and the higher tier. 

 
The four skills of Listening, Reading, Speaking and Writing are all examined at the very end of Year 11 in 

May and June.  There are no controlled assessments.  

  
The oral exam is made up of 3 elements: a role-play, a picture-based task and general conversation.  The 

higher tier oral lasts between 10-12 minutes and the foundation tier lasts between 7-9 minutes. Both have 
12 minutes preparation time.  

 
The writing topics are the same as the speaking topics and so you will be able to write about what you have 

already learnt to say.  The writing paper consists of two essays and one short translation from English into 

Russian. 
 

The listening and reading papers test comprehension of the Russian language with answers in English. There 
is a short translation from Russian into English at the end of the reading paper. 

By the end of the two year course you will have had a lot of practice of the 4 skills in all the topic areas.  

 
 

Assessment Overview 
 

Unit 1 Percentage Marks Time 

Listening and 
Understanding 

25% 50 Foundation: 35 minutes + 5 minutes reading 
Higher: 45 minutes + 5 minutes reading time 

Unit 2 Percentage Marks Time 

Speaking 25% 70 Foundation: 7-9 minutes  

Higher: 10-12 minutes  
Both: 12 minutes preparation time 

Unit 3 Percentage Marks Time 

Reading and 
Understanding 

25% 50 Foundation: 50 minutes  
Higher: 1 hour 5 minutes  

Unit 4 Percentage Marks Time 

Writing 25% 60 Foundation: 1 hour 15 minutes 
Higher: 1 hour 25 minutes 

 

Full details are available on the Edexcel website.  The code for Russian is:  1RU0 
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HUMANITIES 

 

One humanity subject is compulsory in choice 2.  Students can choose more if they wish in 
choices 3 and 4. 

GEOGRAPHY (AQA 8035) 
 
What’s good about Geography? 

“Geography is not only up to date and relevant, it is one of the most exciting, adventurous and valuable 

subjects to study today.  So many of the world’s current problems boil down to Geography, and need the 
geographers of the future to help us to understand them”.  Michael Palin, C.B.E. 

   
Geography is a popular subject choice at both GCSE and A level, with 54 students currently taking it in Year 

11, 58 in Year 10, and 50 at AS/A2 level in the Sixth Form.  Recently, pupils have carried on with Geography 
to degree level at a range of universities including Cambridge, Bristol, Manchester, Nottingham, Lancaster 

Durham, Leicester, Aberystwyth, Birmingham and Swansea and you have to ask why?  Chief amongst the 

reasons is the broad attraction of the subject, encompassing, as it does, the humanities (as in historical 
geography), the arts (as in English), the sciences (such as geo-physics, or bio-geography), economics (as in 

economic geography) and mathematics (as in statistical analysis).  It is, therefore, a very relevant and 
flexible subject.  Geography is also dynamic, giving a greater awareness of day-to-day life, locally, regionally, 

nationally and globally, and of such contemporary relevant issues as the causes and effects of natural 

hazards, industrial change, climate problems, migration, overpopulation, resource management and conflict. 
It reinforces many skills which are used in other areas, such as use of ICT and statistics, essay writing, data 

analysis, problem-solving, resilience, and decision making. 
 

What will I study at GCSE? 
There are four key themes within this specification: 

1. Living with the physical environment 

a. The challenges of natural hazards 
b. Physical landscapes in the UK 

c. The living world 

2. Challenges in the human environment 

a. Urban issues and challenges 
b. Changing economic world 

c. The challenges of resource management 
 

3. Geographical Application 

a. Issue evaluation 
b. Fieldwork 

4. Geographical skills 

 
How is Geography GCSE assessed? 

Component Description Duration Weighting 

Paper 1: Living with the 

physical environment 
and geographical skills 

Written exam based on themes 
1 and 4 with mixture of 

multiple choice, short and 

extended prose answers. 

1 hour 30 minutes 35% 

Paper 2: Challenges in 

the human environment 

Written exam based on themes 

1 and 4 with mixture of 

multiple choice, short and 
extended prose answers. 

1 hour 30 minutes 35% 

Paper 3: Geographical 

applications  

Evaluation of pre-released 
resources, fieldwork and skills 

with mixture of question styles. 

1 hour 30% 

An enquiring approach is central to this specification and fieldwork is stipulated.  This will be done via a 
residential fieldtrip in Year 10, probably to Broad Haven in Pembrokeshire, South Wales.   

 

What skills will I develop? 

 Communication skills - written and spoken, diagrammatic, cartographic, report writing. 

 Numeracy skills - statistical analysis, ICT. 

 Problem solving - decision making, data collecting, information gathering. 

 Team work -  groups, using own initiative. 
 Discussions - role-playing, developing independent ideas, empathising. 
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HISTORY (AQA)    601/8217/9 
 

                
  
What’s good about History? 

History is a captivating and ever changing subject, which gives you the chance to explore the fascinating 
depths of the past and better understand how the world you live in today was shaped.  It will also provide 

you with invaluable skills for life, an enquiring, curious and critical mind and a plethora of transferable 

investigative, communication, independent and teamwork skills that employers and universities including the 
Russell Group regard very highly. History at WGHS is a popular subject with 66 students in Year 11, 73 in 

Year 10 and 69 students currently studying the A Level.  It helps to prepare you for a huge and diverse 
range of careers and we have had students leave us to study at a range of top institutes. The new AQA 

GCSE History course brings together the very best of previous courses and offers you a taste of the old and 

the modern and the exciting opportunity to study History in the field.  

Britain: Health and the people: c1000 to the present day 

This thematic study will fascinate all with an interest in a future in medicine or those who just want to enjoy, 

understand and better appreciate the world of health we benefit from in Britain today. You will study the 
development of surgery and anatomy, disease and infection and public health from Medieval time to today. 

It will allow you to appreciate the causes, scale, nature and consequences of medical developments and 
their impact on British society. Topics include:  

 

 Medieval natural and supernatural beliefs and treatments of disease.  

 Public health in the Middle Ages and the Black Death. 

 Renaissance developments including the work of Vesalius, Paré and William Harvey.  

 The growth of hospitals and changes to the training and status of surgeons and physicians.  

 Prevention of disease including inoculation, Edward Jenner, vaccination and opposition to change. 

 Revolutionary medicine including the development of Germ Theory and Pasteur and vaccination.  

 Surgery including developments in anaesthetics, antiseptics and surgical procedures.  

 Public health problems including cholera and the role of public health reformers and governments. 

 Modern development of the pharmaceuticals, penicillin and new diseases, treatments and antibiotic 
resistance.  

 Modern surgical methods including plastic surgery, blood transfusions, X-rays and transplant surgery.  

 The impact of two world wars on public health; the creation of the NHS; costs and the issues in the 21st 

century. 

 
Elizabethan England, c1568–1603 

This unit will focus on the dramatic events of Elizabeth I’s reign, considered from economic, religious, 
political, social and cultural standpoints, and arising historical controversies. Topics include: 

 

 The difficulties of being a female ruler. The problem of marriage and the succession, the strength of 
Elizabeth’s authority at the end of her reign, including Essex’s rebellion in 1601.  

 Was the period a ‘Golden Age’? Living standards and fashions, theatre and the seriousness of the issue 

of poverty.  

 English voyages of discovery. 

 The question of religion including Catholic plots, assassination attempts and Elizabeth’s responses and 

policies towards religion. Mary Queen of Scots, the war with Spain and the Spanish Armada. 

 The historic environment of Elizabethan England will be studied to illuminate how people lived at the 
time, how they were governed and their beliefs and values. The site will change each year and may 

include Tudor manor houses, theatres and wider historic environments such as villages, towns and cities. 

Germany, 1890–1945: Democracy and dictatorship.  This period study focuses on the development of 

Germany during a turbulent half century of change with the development and collapse of democracy and the 

rise and fall of Nazism. You will also look at the role of key individuals and groups in shaping change. Topics 

include:  

 Germany and the growth of democracy. Kaiser Wilhelm and the difficulties of ruling Germany. 

 Impact of the First World War: war weariness, the end of the monarchy and post-war problems. 

 Weimar democracy: political change, unrest and Weimar culture. 

 The impact of the Depression and growth in support for the Nazis, other extremist parties and Hitler’s 

appeal. 

 The failure of Weimar democracy and the establishment of Hitler’s dictatorship. 
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 Nazi Social policies and their impact on women, young people and religion. Racial policies and 

persecution including the Final Solution. 

 Nazi policies on the economy. Rearmament and the impact of war on the German people including 
bombing, rationing, labour shortages, refugees. 

 Nazi control including the use of propaganda and censorship, repression and the police state.  

 Opposition and resistance to the Nazis, including the White Rose group, Swing Youth, Edelweiss Pirates 

and the July 1944 bomb plot. 

 

Conflict and tension between East and West 1945-1972  

This depth study of the wider world enables you to discover the frightening realities of The Cold War 
between USSR and USA 1945-1972 and explore the more modern events which have helped to shape 

countries, ideologies and the international relations of the world students live in today. Topics include:  

 

 The origins of the Cold War. The contrasting ideologies of the USA and the USSR and the effect of 
the dropping of the atom bomb on post-war superpower relations. 

 Soviet expansion in East Europe; US policies; the Berlin Blockade and Airlift. 

 The development of the Cold War including the significance of events in Asia: USSR's support for 

Mao Tse-tung and Communist revolution in China, the military campaigns waged by North Korea and 
the Vietcong. 

 Military rivalries including the arms race, NATO and the Warsaw Pact and the space race. 

 The ‘Thaw’: protest movements, the U2 Crisis and its effects on the Paris Peace Summit and peace 

process. 

 Transformation of the Cold War including key events of the Berlin Wall, The Cuban Missile Crisis, 
Czechoslovakia and the Prague Spring. 

 Easing of tension including the Soviets' record on human rights; the reasons for Détente and the 

part played by key individuals Brezhnev and Nixon. 

 

How is AQA History GCSE assessed?  

Component Description Duration Weighting 

Paper 1 

Understanding the Modern World. A mixture of short 

analytical, explanation, interpretation questions and essays. 
Units- The Cold War 1945-1972- Germany 1890-1945 

1 hour 45 
minutes 

50% 

Paper 2 

Shaping the Nation. A mixture of short analytical, 

explanation, source questions and essays.   
A separate question incorporating your study and visit to a 

historical site related to your course on Elizabethan England.  

Units- Health & the People 1100-today - Elizabethan England 
1568-1603 

1 hour 45 

minutes 
50% 

 

Homework 
There are two pieces of homework per week.  A variety of tasks are set including independent reading, 

research, questions and group work preparation appropriate to the development of historical skills. 

 

What skills will I develop? 

 Ability to formulate arguments and debate.  

 Communicate ideas in a clear and coherent way.  Essay skills . 

 Analyse and evaluate a range of historical sources as evidence.  

 Make substantiated judgements on different interpretations. 

 Independent research and presentation.  

 Empathise.  

 Investigative & fieldwork skills.  
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How does GCSE History lead on to A level? 
History GSCE naturally leads on to A level History, which is currently based on Russia (1682–1796), Britain 

(1951-2007) and the US Civil Rights movement. However, History is very highly regarded by the Russell 
group as a facilitating subject, meaning that the transferable skills and contextual understanding you have 

gained puts you in a strong position to study a wide range of subjects including other humanities but also 
broader subjects such as English, Science, Art, Languages and those not taught at GCSE including Politics, 

Sociology, Philosophy, Law and Economics. In particular the Medicine unit will give a useful background for 

those interested in future studies in this field and the Cold War and Nazi units provide a fascinating context 

for further political and international studies. 
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RELIGIOUS STUDIES GCSE 

(AQA Specification A) 
 

 

This is a new course building on the information and skills gained during Key Stage 3. 
 

 

Student Quote 
“If you have had a really stressful day, Religious Studies is a subject which is fun, relaxing and enjoyable.  It 

is a chance for you to release your anger when debating moral issues.  The teachers make lessons fun.”   
 

What’s good about Religious Studies? 

 Learning about other people’s ideas, opinions and beliefs. 

 Studying issues that are relevant to everyone. 

 Thought-provoking discussions. 

 No necessity to be religious. 

 
What will I study at GCSE? 

 Beliefs, teachings and practices of Christianity and Buddhism. 

 The influence of beliefs and practices on individuals, communities and societies. 

 Religious, philosophical and ethical studies in the modern world, including relationships, peace and 

conflict, crime and punishment, human rights and social justice (from the perspective of the six major 
world religions – students can choose which religions to focus on in their examination answers). 

 
How is Religious Studies GCSE assessed? 

 

Examination  

Component Description Duration Weighting 

Paper 1 Beliefs, Teachings and Practices 1 hour 45 mins 50% 

Paper 2 Religious, Philosophical and Ethical 

Studies in the modern world 

1 hour 45 mins 50% 

 
Homework 

Two homeworks per week up to a total of 75 minutes.  A variety of tasks are set including essays, research, 
questions, revision. 

 
What skills will I develop? 

 An ability to put forward your own opinions and argue them logically. 

 An awareness of diverse viewpoints and opinions on current moral issues. 

 Communication skills. 

 Essay writing techniques. 

 An enquiring, critical and sympathetic approach to the study of religion. 

 An ability to identify and explore questions about the meaning and purpose of life. 

 

How does GCSE Religious Studies lead on to A level? 
 

Learning to think for oneself, to research and to discuss are all essential skills for A level and these are 
developed during the GCSE course.  Pupils should emerge from the course at the end of Year 11 with a good 

understanding and appreciation of a range of social and moral issues and the attitudes of the major world 

religions to these.  They should be able to give a personal, reasoned response to them.  Religious Studies A 
level is very highly regarded by University admissions tutors as it develops a logical and analytical approach 

to studying and provides a sound basis for further work. 
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ADDITIONAL 
OPTIONAL 
CHOICES 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Choices 3 and 4 can be a further Modern Foreign Language or humanities subject or one of the 

following subjects. 
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ART and DESIGN (AQA) 
 
                                                                                                     

What’s good about Art GCSE? 

If you enjoy  being creative, want to increase your practical skills and improve your analytical communication 
and research abilities, art and design is a great choice.  Fine art explores ideas, conveys experiences or 

responds to a theme or issue of personal significance.  The skills you gain make it a great complement to 
other subjects.  Art and design is a way of seeing things and making sense of the world around you.  It can 

help you with further study and prepare you for the world of work.  You will need determination and 

imagination and an aptitude for the subject is desirable, especially drawing from direct observation.  There is 
a tremendous amount of satisfaction when you successfully develop an idea, complete a piece of work and 

amaze your friends with stunning imagery you produce! 
 

What will I study? 
You will work from direct observation, develop ideas and explore different ways of responding to a topic.  

You will be encouraged to work with a variety of techniques to experiment in an imaginative way and to 

strengthen your basic skills.  You must use a range of media but often you can choose those you prefer for a 
final piece.  Activities can include any of the following: painting, drawing, clay modelling, surface decoration, 

collage, batik, monoprinting, lino printing, fabric printing, and photography. 
 

You will be expected to look at the work of known artists as this can suggest ways that materials can be 

used and how ideas might be put together, helping and informing you in your own work.  You will also be 
expected to make connections between your work and the visual world around you e.g. magazine and TV 

imagery as well as with recognised artists’ work and artwork you see in galleries. 
 

How is Art GCSE assessed? 
Art is assessed on: 

 The way you respond to a stimulus and how you investigate to develop your ideas. 

 Your ability to experiment with and use a range of media. 

 Your ability to change and develop work as it progresses. 

 The way you evaluate and respond to the work of other artists. 

 Your ability to work from direct observation. 

 

Examination and controlled assessment 

 
Component Description Duration Weighting 

Portfolio 

1. A Selection of work you produce throughout the 

course from activities such as trials and 
experiments; skills based workshops mini projects 

etc.   

2. A project developed in response to a subject or 
theme. You will produce studies showing your ideas 

and development and then produce your final 
piece(s) 

No time limit 60% 

Examination 

You will select one question from the set paper.  You 

will then develop your ideas and produce studies over a 
number of weeks; and produce the final piece in the 

test. 

10 hours 

practical test for 
the production 

of the final 

piece. 

40% 

Display of coursework and exam pieces concludes the course. 
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What skills will I develop 

 Working from direct observation (this includes drawing and photography). 

 Working in a range of media successfully, including printing and painting. Understanding of basic 
elements such as form, space, colour, tone. 

 Expressing ideas in a visual way. 

 Appreciation of work of other artists through research, discussion, written tasks and visits to galleries 

and exhibitions. 

 Refinement, modification and development of an idea. 
 

 
How does Art lead on to A level? 

If you are considering Art at A level, then this course is really important, as it gives a good foundation for 

further work. 
 

Homework 
Specific tasks may be set e.g. drawing from direct observation, also further development of ideas, 

completion of work in progress and research on the work of other artists will be expected. 
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COMPUTER SCIENCE (OCR) J276 
 

What’s good about Computer Science? 

Consider the impact that changes in technology have had in the past 30 years, now think about the possible 
changes that might occur in the next 30 years. Then consider whether you want to be a bystander or a 

contributor to these changes. If you want to be the latter, studying GCSE Computer Science will be the 
platform from which to start.  

 

Computer Science combines many disciplines. It is creative, practical and develops your ability to problem 
solve. You will work in pairs, groups and individually and will quickly realise that there are many ways to 

solve a problem, each being equally valid. Computer Science is both challenging and exciting. It is very 
relevant to the changing world in which we live. It has merit in a vast range of future career paths as well as 

providing a good grounding for other subject areas that require problem solving and analytical skills. 

 
What will I study at GCSE? 

You will learn about how computers work and the consequences of advancements in technology. This will 
include the study of computer architecture, networking, cyber security and ethical concerns.  You will also 

learn computational thinking, how to design algorithms and programming, involving many paired and group 
activities.  

 

You will be able to apply your knowledge and practise skills in computational thinking, algorithms and 
programming by completing a 20 hour project in Year 11. This will take you through all the stages of the 

System Life Cycle for a real life scenario provided by the examination board.  

 

How is Computer Science GCSE assessed? 

Component Description Duration Weighting 

 

 

Computer Systems 

 

 Systems Architecture  
 Memory  

 Storage  

 Wired and wireless networks  
 Network topologies, protocols 

  and layers  
 System security  

 System software  

 Ethical, legal, cultural and 
  environmental concerns  

 

 

1 hour and 30 minutes 

Written paper 

(No calculators allowed) 

 

50% 

 

Computational 

thinking, algorithms 

and programming 

 

 Algorithms 

 Programming techniques  
 Producing robust programs  

 Computational logic  
 Translators and facilities of  

   languages  

 Data representation  
 

 

1 hour and 30 minutes 

Written paper 

(No calculators allowed) 

 

50% 
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Homework  
Approximately 90 minutes per week. Specific tasks may be set to support work done in class, revision tasks 

or completion of work in progress. 
 

What skills will I develop? 

 

 Ability to problem solve through the analysis of real world problems. 

 Designing solutions using algorithms, programming and testing. 
 Communication skills as you present your ideas and knowledge to your peers both verbally and 

using ICT. 

 Teamwork. 

 Numeracy skills through programming and the use of binary and hexadecimal values. 

 Logical thinking. 

 
How does GCSE Computer Science lead on to A level? 

If you wish to study Computer Science at A Level or beyond, successful completion of this course is 
essential. The course will also provide an excellent foundation for those wishing to study the Sciences, 

Mathematics or Design Technology. 
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FOOD PREPARATION and NUTRITION (AQA) 

 
GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition is an exciting and creative NEW course which focuses on practical 
cooking skills to ensure students develop a thorough understanding of nutrition, food provenance and the 

working characteristics of food materials. At its heart, this qualification focuses on nurturing students' 

practical cookery skills to give them a strong understanding of nutrition.                                                                                         

 

Subject Content – What is covered?  

Food preparation skills are integrated into five core topics: 

1. Food, nutrition and health – macro nutrients, micro nutrients, nutritional needs and health. 

2. Food science – Cooking of food, heat transfer and the functional and chemical properties of food. 

3. Food safety – Food spoilage, contamination and the principles of food safety. 

4. Food choice – Factors affecting food choice, British and international cuisines, sensory evaluation, food 

    labelling and marketing. 

5. Food provenance – Environmental impact and sustainability of food, food processing and production. 

 

Practical Skills Groups 

General practical skills, knife skills, preparing fruit and vegetables, use of the cooker, use of equipment 

cooking methods, prepare, combine and shape, sauce making, tenderise and marinate, dough, raising 

agents, setting mixtures. 

 

How is GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition assessed? 

What is assessed? How it is assessed Weighting 

E
x

a
m
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a
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o

n
 

 

 
Theoretical knowledge of food 

preparation and nutrition. 

Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes (100 

marks) 

 Multiple choice questions (20 marks) 

 Five questions each with a number 

of sub questions (80 marks) 

50% 

N
o

n
-E

x
a

m
in

a
ti

o
n

 

A
s
s
e

s
s
m

e
n

t 
(N

E
A

) 

Task 1: Food Investigation 

Students' understanding of the working 
characteristics, functional and chemical 

properties of ingredients. 

Written or electronic report (1,500–

2,000 words) including photographic 
evidence of the practical investigation. 

 

15% 

 
Task 2: Food Preparation Assessment 

Students' knowledge, skills and 
understanding in relation to the planning, 

preparation, cooking, presentation of food 

and application of nutrition related to the 
chosen task. 

 

Students will prepare, cook and present 
a final menu of three dishes within a 

single period of no more than three 
hours, planning in advance how this will 

be achieved. 

Written or electronic portfolio 
(15 A4 pages) including photographic 

evidence. 

35% 

 
Homework 

Approximately 75 minutes per week including preparation of ingredients for practical work, research and 
written work.  Preparation for Non-Examination Assessment will be required. 

 

Which careers can this course lead to? 
Studying Food Preparation and Nutrition can lead to exciting and well paid career options. Consumers are 

becoming increasingly reliant on the food industry to develop solutions for their nutritional needs. This 
course could lead you into roles such as a Chef, Food Product Developer, Buyer (who travels the world 

sourcing new food products for manufacturers), Food Safety Inspectors, Nutritionists, Dieticians, Quality 
Managers, Teacher, Food Engineer, Food Scientist, Food Technologist, Food Photographer, Food Stylist, 

Home Economist, Hotel and Restaurant Manager, Microbiologist, working in food magazines, radio and 

television – for more information on food careers please visit www. http://tastycareers.org.uk/  

http://tastycareers.org.uk/
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DESIGN and TECHNOLOGY (OCR) J310 
 

 

 
 

What’s good about Design and Technology? 
GCSE Design and Technology is an exciting and creative NEW course which focuses on developing creative 

and critical thinkers, allowing them to develop the skills necessary to design and deliver prototypes that 

solve real and relevant problems. 

 You will gain skills useful in a wide range of careers, in future study of design or engineering and in 
your personal life develop decision making skills, including the planning and organisation of time and 

resources when managing a project. 

 You will become an independent and critical thinker who can adapt your technical knowledge and 
understanding to different design situations. 

 You will learn to be ambitious and open to explore and take design risks in order to stretch the 

development of design proposals. 

 You will develop an awareness of implications of the costs, commercial viability and marketing of 
products. 

 You will become more creative in your approach to work, develop sketching ability and use of digital 

technologies in designing and creating products. 

 You will learn about important issues that affect design in the wider world such as sustainability, 

global issues and user-centred design.  
 

What will I study at GCSE? 
During the two year course you will study a wide range of materials including paper and boards, timber, 

metal, polymers and textile fibres and fabrics, you will also develop an understanding of systems, 
programmable components and mechanisms to support any potential design solutions you may develop later 

on.  

You will also learn about wider design principles and the effect of design on users and the world we live in. 
You will be able to develop a deeper knowledge and understanding of specific materials and related 

techniques and processes, in order to construct working prototypes and achieve functioning design 
solutions; through the study of existing design solutions. 

You will complete an iterative design challenge where you will ‘explore’ real needs and contexts, ‘create’ 

solutions and ‘evaluate’ how well the needs have been met and the problem solved. 
 

How is Design and Technology assessed? 
 

Examination and Non-Examination Assessment 

Component Title Assessment and Duration Weighting 

Component 01: Principles of 
Design and Technology 

2 hour written examination 50% 

Component 02: Iterative 

Design Challenge 

40 hour extended project, to include a chronological 

portfolio and one completed final prototype 
50% 

 

Where can the qualification take me? 

The study of Design and Technology can lead to future careers in product design, engineering, architecture, 
fashion and graphic design; it will develop your design and thinking skills that open up a world of possibility, 

providing the tools to create the future. 
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LATIN (OCR) J282 
 

What’s good about Latin? 

Latin gives you skills for life.  It teaches you precision, accuracy and the ability to analyse sentences and 
information.  Whether you have to make presentations or write reports for any future employer, it is a very 

useful subject to study.  It teaches logic, a way to approach problems and to deduce things from evidence.  
It should also never be forgotten that Latin is worth studying for its own sake (per se) because it is a 

wonderful language with a great wealth of enjoyable literature. 

 
GCSEs are largely about developing broad-based skills which help you towards your future.  Latin GCSE 

prepares you for employment by developing your powers of clear thought, analysis and communication, 
making you flexible and versatile to any employer. 

 
Did you know that the singer, Dido, has A levels in Latin, Greek and Philosophy?  Did you know the creator 

of Harry Potter, J K Rowling, studied French and Latin at Exeter University?  Did you know that Boris 

Johnson, Foreign Secretary, studied Classics at Oxford?   You can follow any career after studying Latin, 
from medicine to law, from engineering to archaeology, from management to teaching! 

 
The study of Latin will continue to widen your vocabulary in English and sharpen your expression.  70% of 

all English words come from Latin.  It calls for logical and systematic thought – most important for Science 

and Mathematics.  It will also help you in your current studies of Modern Languages and in any study of a 
modern language at a later date.  In addition, you will have the opportunity to meet some wonderful, 

beautiful and important literature in its original form. 
 

Furthermore, classical courses are a growth area at universities reflecting how Latin and Classical Civilisation 
are enjoyably studied in their own right. 

 

What you will be studying 
Latin GCSE involves three major areas: 

 Further practice at linguistic study, helping you to read the language more fluently. 

 Getting to know Roman authors and what they tell us about the times in which they were writing. 

 An understanding of Roman civilisation. 

 
OCR Latin GCSE Division of Papers 

Description Duration Weighting 

1.  Latin Language 1 1 hour 30 mins 50% 

2.  Latin Literature 1 hour 25% 

3.  Latin Sources 1 hour 25% 

 
Homework 

There are two homeworks per week. These will vary but will certainly include: preparation, vocabulary and 
grammar learning, exploration of set texts and research.  Much of the translation and grammar work can be 

done using the CLC website. 
 

The skills you will have developed by the end of the course 

 Your understanding of how languages work will have deepened. 

 Your vocabulary in several languages, including English, will have increased. 

 You will feel confident in your ability to apply your knowledge in a logical manner. 

 Your powers of analysis will have improved. 

 You will have developed an appreciation for some of the most important texts in Western literature. 

 Your ICT skills will have been enhanced. 

 
How does GCSE Latin lead on to AS and A2 level? 

GCSE Latin leads naturally on to sixth form work.  Literature studies are explored more deeply and in a 
broader context.  Language studies encourage fluent reading of a great variety of original authors. 
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MUSIC (AQA) 8271 
 

 

What’s good about Music? 
Music is creative; it helps to develop individual self-confidence and self-discipline.  It gives opportunities for 

a wide variety of activities, working both as an individual and as a group.  The academic nature of musical 
listening tasks and composing is offset by the practical nature of the performing sections of the syllabus. 

 

What is GCSE Music all about? 
GCSE Music is about making music, listening to different styles and analysing them.  It covers performing, 

composing, listening and analysis of a wide variety of musical styles – popular music, world music and 
classical music.  You will know how to use music technology, such as Sibelius notation software. 

 
Will I enjoy this course? 

You will enjoy this course if you want to study a subject that: 

 

 Involves performing. 

 Involves listening to all kinds of music. 

 Involves composing or arranging music. 

 Gives you the opportunity to play music with others in orchestras, bands, choirs or rock groups. 

 Gives you the opportunity to learn more about and use music technology. 
 

What will I study at GCSE? 
Understanding Music - Listening and contextual understanding 40% 

Performing Music - Solo and ensemble performance  30% 

Composing Music - 2 compositions    30% 
 

There are four areas of study providing an appropriate focus for students to appraise, develop and 
demonstrate an in-depth knowledge and understanding of musical elements, musical context and musical 

language. The four areas of study can also provide a rich source of material to work with when developing 
performance and composition skills.  

These are:  

1. Western classical tradition 1650–1910  
2. Popular music 

3. Traditional music 
4. Western classical tradition since 1910  

 

How is Music GCSE assessed? 
 

Examination and controlled assessment 

Component Unit Description Weighting 

 

Examination Understanding 
Music 

Written paper, 1½ hours, based on the set 

works from all 4 areas of study.  This is in 2 
parts; listening and context, requiring 

analytical skills and contextual knowledge.  

40% 

Non-Examined 

Assessment 
Performing Music 

Perform solo and ensemble pieces between 
4-7 minutes in total with at least 1 minute of 

ensemble. 

30% 

Non-Examined 

Assessment 
Composing Music 

Compose 2 pieces of between 3 and 4½ 
minutes in total, one to a set brief related to 

an area of study and the other a free choice. 

30% 

Units 1 and 2 are internally assessed and externally moderated; unit 3 is externally assessed 
 

 
 

Homework 

Two homeworks for up to a total of 75 minutes per week. 
This may include composing, practising for a performance, learning work covered in lessons, researching a 

topic, creating presentations. 
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What skills will I develop? 
The skill of self-presentation forms the most important element of music. 

You will learn: 
 

 How to use knowledge about music to listen critically to it. 

 How to express in words how you hear music. 

 How to use composing techniques to write in a variety of styles. 

 How to direct performers to play your pieces. 

 How to present yourself as a solo performer. 

 How to perform as part of an ensemble. 

 How to plan work, pace yourself and meet deadlines. 

 

What skills might I develop? 
As well as covering Music at GCSE level, the course will enable you to develop key skills in information and 

communications technology, which could be useful to you in many scenarios.  In particular, GCSE Music 

offers opportunities to develop the wider key skills in working with others, e.g. taking part in rehearsals, 
performing; it allows you opportunities to reflect and evaluate.  The study of music helps you to engage with 

and appreciate the diversity and heritage of music and promotes personal, social, intellectual and cultural 
development. 

 
How does GCSE Music lead on to A level? 

GCSE Music is a good preparation for further musical study and a solid foundation for the AS/A2 levels in 

Music.  You may wish to pursue a career where it is useful to have experience of music, or where you need 
to use skills developed during the course.  This could include careers in the music industry, management, 

publishing, entertainment and teaching, or anything involving communication and expressive skills. 
 

University admissions tutors consider Music as an A-list subject because musical analysis and 

contextualisation are considered to be academically challenging. Its performance component demonstrates 
self-discipline, advanced teamwork skills and dedication.   
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION (OCR) J587 
 
 
What’s good about GCSE PE? 
If you already enjoy taking part in Physical Education in school then this course gives you the opportunity to 

broaden your knowledge, understanding and appreciation of the wider issues and factors involved in the 

sporting world and in physical education.  You will be challenged physically as you have to perform and are 
assessed in a variety of activity areas. You will also be challenged mentally as you embark on analysis tasks 

and study a wide range of topics including anatomy and physiology, socio-cultural influences, sports 
psychology and lifestyle.  

 

What will I study? 
The course will be split in to practical and theory lessons.  However, you will need to have a firm 

understanding of the inter-relationship between both of these.   
 

In your practical studies you will be required to perform three practical activities and one performance 
analysis task. Of the three activities, one must be ‘individual’, one must be in a ‘team’, with the final being a 

second of either. As a performer you will need to be able to demonstrate advanced skills and tactics both in 

isolation and in game situations.   
 

In addition to three practical activities, you are required to demonstrate your ability to analyse and evaluate 
your own performance in order to: 

 

 Analyse aspects of personal performance. 

 Evaluate strengths and weaknesses. 

 Produce an action plan to improve performance. 

 
In the theoretical studies you will learn a lot more about the wider issues and factors involved in taking part 

in physical activity and sport but specifically about anatomy, training and socio-cultural influences. In Unit 01 
(see below) you will learn about how the human body works and its function during physical activity; the 

physiological changes that can occur due to diet and training; the characteristics and classification of skilful 
movement; along with the role of goal setting and mental preparation to improve performance in physical 

activities and sports. In Unit 02 you will develop an understanding of social and cultural influences that 

impact on participation and performance; the commercialisation of physical activities; and develop a 
knowledge and understanding of sports psychology theories. 

 
How will I be assessed? 

Content Overview Assessment Overview 

Applied anatomy and physiology 

physical training 

Physical factors affecting 

performance (01) 
60 marks 

1 hour 

Written Paper 

30% of GCSE 

Socio-cultural influences Sports 

psychology Health, fitness and 
Well-Being 

Socio-Cultural issues and sports 

psychology (02) 
60 marks 

1 hour 

Written Paper 

30% of GCSE 

Practical activity assessment 

Evaluating and Analysing 

Performance (AEP) 

Performance in physical 

education (03) 

80 marks  
Non-exam assessment 

40% of GCSE 
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Homework 
You will receive one piece of theoretical homework each week of approximately 40 minutes.  It will also be 

expected that you take part in extra-curricular activities either in school or out of school in order to improve 

your practical performances. 
 

What skills will I develop 
 

 Performance based skills in at least three different activities. 

 Analytical skills – be able to identify strengths and weaknesses in both a person’s lifestyle and in their 

performance. 

 Communication skills – written and spoken. 

 Teamwork. 

 Leadership. 

 Confidence and self-esteem. 
 

How does GCSE Physical Education lead on to A level? 

The leadership, teamwork, communication and analytical skills that you develop will be of benefit in all 
academic areas and careers.  The subject content will provide you with a strong foundation from which to 

build in A level Physical Education. 

  


