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In this booklet you will find information about the courses your 
daughter will be studying in Year 7, the activities she will be 
undertaking and the ways in which she will be assessed. 
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ART AND DESIGN 
 
 
Content 
At the start of the year students work on developing drawing skills and learn about the visual 
language used in art, such as tone, form and composition. 
Progression to work in colour follows and students learn about colour theory and painting techniques. 
Analysis of artists’ work encourages understanding and appreciation. 
 
In the Spring Term students draw from observation and develop a theme suitable for painting. Study 
into brush work and colour use by selected artists provides further inspiration. 
 
The Summer Term is spent working on a theme or technique that gives more creative freedom. 
Drawing and recording skills are the fundamental basis to the art examination held during this term. 
 
 
Assessment 
Assessment record sheets allow students to keep track of progress and targets.  Common 
Assessments receive a mark/100 and relate to the assessment criteria for GCSE 1-9 grades 

 
 

***************************
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 BIOLOGY 
 

Aims 
In Year 7 the aims are to promote an enjoyment of the subject, increase the students’ knowledge 
and understanding of the living world and develop their respect for the diversity of organisms, the 
environment and the human body. 
 
Content 
Autumn 1 
Topics include cells, tissues and organs, cell division, growth and reproduction. 
 
Spring Term 2 
Topics include Adaptations, food chains and pyramids of biomass, seasonal changes in the 
environment. 
 
Summer 3 
Topics include the major food groups and digestion. 
 
Assessment 
Tests are given regularly at the end of units of work to assess progress made in that unit.  The 
assessments are common to the year group.  “How Science Works” is assessed throughout the year, 
monitoring their practical progress.   Homework and classwork are marked and assessed regularly.   
There is a written examination in June. 
 
 
 

*************************** 
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CHEMISTRY 
 
 
Aims 
Chemistry is the study of the material world around us and how we can make best use of the Earth’s 
resources.   
 
This year students will be introduced to the subject in an interesting, informative and enjoyable way.  
They will become confident in the safe handling of chemicals and equipment and study a variety of 
topics.  All students will have the opportunity to join the lunchtime Science Club to explore the 
subject further. 
 
Content 
Within the context of the topics below, students will develop their thinking skills and investigative 
skills, as well as their knowledge and understanding: 
 
Autumn Term 
 Acids and alkalis. 
 
Spring Term 
 Simple chemical reactions. 
 
Summer Term 
 Solids, liquids and gases and particulate theory. 
 Solutions - after the internal examinations. 
 
Assessment 
Tests are given at the end of units to assess progress. Homework and classwork are marked and 
assessed regularly. “How science works” is assessed through a variety of tasks throughout the year. 
 
 

 
*************************** 

 
 



RAB\AV\Yr7 Curriculum Booklet 2018-2018 
July 2018 

7 

 

COMPUTING 
 
 
 

Aims 
Students are taught in accordance with the National Curriculum Computing Programme of Study 
published in 2013. The aims of the curriculum are to ensure that all pupils: 
 

 Can understand and apply the fundamental principles and concepts of computer science, 

including abstraction, logic, algorithms and data representation. 

 Can analyse problems in computational terms, and have repeated practical experience of 

writing computer programs to solve such problems. 

 Can evaluate and apply information technology, including new or unfamiliar technologies, 

analytically to solve problems. 

 Are responsible, competent, confident and creative users of information and communication 

technology. 

Content 
During this year students will be introduced to a range of concepts such as: 
 

 Health and Safety including online safety  (Strands 5 & 6) 

 Presenting information and data for different purposes and to different target audiences. 

(Strand 6) 

 Algorithmic thinking, designing and coding programs using a text-based language.  

(Strands 1 & 2) 

 How computers work for example, what are the key hardware components and how do 

computers from all over the world communicate with each other? (Strands 4 & 5) 

 Binary calculations and their relevance in computing. (Strand 3) 

 Data presentation and manipulation using spreadsheets and databases.  

(Strands 3 & 6) 

 
Assessment 
Progress is mapped to criteria that align with the new GCSE 9-1 grade descriptors.  
Students are assessed throughout the year to show their progress through six key strands.  
The key strands are: 
 

1. Algorithms 

2. Programming & Development 

3. Data & Data Representation 

4. Hardware & Processing 

5. Communication & Networks 

6. Information Technology 

 

Homework is set every lesson to demonstrate application of knowledge, understanding of key 

concepts, problem-solving skills or to prepare for the following lesson. 
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DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY 
 
Aims 
D&T aims to prepare students with technological and practical skills for problem solving and creativity 
in a range of areas.  They work in a variety of stimulating contexts to draw upon the local community 
and wider world to identify needs and opportunity. 
 

************************* 
 

FOOD 

 
Content 
 Students work with food to develop confidence in a practical situation and learn to use kitchen 
equipment and prepare food products safely. 
 

**************************** 
 

TEXTILES 

 
Content 
An introduction to fabrics, their properties, equipment and basic techniques provides the basis for 
further creative work and problem solving. 
 

*************************** 
 

PRODUCT DESIGN 

 
Content 
The Year 7 course focuses on drawing skills, presenting design ideas and learning to use a range of 
tools and equipment safely in the workshop.  Tasks lead to a workshop made product and an 
introduction to CAD/CAM. 
  
Assessment 
In all areas this is on-going based on practical skills and supporting written evidence.  Students are 
given verbal and written feedback for each design and make task completed. 
 
 
 

************************** 
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ENGLISH 

 

Aims 
 To give students experience of a broad range of literature which will foster a love of reading 
 To develop key analytical skills which will deepen students’ understanding of both literary and 

non-literary texts  
 To develop the fluency and accuracy of students’ writing in a range of different forms 
 To develop students’ editing and proof-reading skills to encourage greater autonomy in re-

drafting work 
 To develop students’ confidence in speaking within a range of different contexts 

 
Content 
Literature 
Students will study at least one of each of the following: a novel, a play and a selection of poetry 
(either by the same author or thematically linked).  This will include some pre-1900 texts, for 
example A Midsummer Night’s Dream or a selection of Keats’ poetry.  Students will develop the ability 
to read with understanding, to engage with the ideas and themes in a text and to consider the 
writer’s use of language and its effects.  It is hoped that this close engagement with the text will 
enhance students’ enjoyment of literature, in addition to enabling them to become more confident 
and independent readers. 
 
Writing 
We promote the writing process and encourage students to plan all pieces of extended writing 
thoroughly.  We also stress the importance of accuracy and fluency of written communication, 
reinforcing and building on the literacy skills embedded at primary school.  We explicitly teach editing 
and proof-reading skills and expect students to take responsibility for re-drafting their own work.   
 
Students will be given the opportunity to write in a variety of different forms and will develop the 
ability to adapt their style to form, audience and purpose.  This includes creative and other 
imaginative forms of writing, from which students derive a great deal of enjoyment.  
 
Media 
Students will be exposed to a variety of media forms, including advertising, print/web journalism and 
multi-modal texts such as TV news, and will develop the ability to respond critically to them.  They 
will consider the importance of the media in influencing the way we see the world and be able to 
interpret and challenge the views/opinions expressed. 
 
Reading 
Students will read a variety of fiction and non-fiction texts, selecting and evaluating them.  The ERIC 
scheme (Everyone Reads in Class) is ongoing in Year 7 and students can achieve bronze, silver and 
gold certificates throughout the year.  
 
Speaking and Listening 
Students will be encouraged to communicate fluently and clearly through their contributions to 
whole-class, small group and paired discussion, which are at the heart of English lessons.  They are 
encouraged to articulate independent views and to respond sensitively and constructively to the 
contributions of others.  Students will also be expected to give an individual presentation, which may 
be an informative talk about a subject which interests them or a persuasive speech on a topical issue.   
 
 
Drama 
Although Drama is not taught as a discrete subject here, it is incorporated into English lessons 
through role-play and improvisation, script-writing and performance.  We aim to approach the study 
of plays through drama, considering the text in performance rather than on the page, and regularly 
use techniques such as hot-seating to explore character and motivation in a range of literary texts. 
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Assessment 
Students will be assessed at least once every half term to cover Reading, Writing and Speaking and 
Listening across the year.  This will include two common assessments and a summer examination. 
 
 
 
 

*************************** 
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GEOGRAPHY 

 

Aims 
1. To help students build on their own experiences and make sense of the changing world around 

them.  Developing an awareness of local geography and geography of the UK. 
2. Stimulate interest, enjoyment and a sense of wonder about the world’s places and environments. 

Carrying out a wider study of the geography of Africa. 
3. Involve students in using maps, images and new technologies as essential and creative tools for 

geographical study.  
4. Introduce fieldwork as an essential element of geographical study including a fieldtrip to Ludlow 

in the Summer Term. 
 

Content 
1. Exploring key aspects of the UK, its changing human and physical geography, current issues and 

place in the world today. 
2. Developing map skills in particular the basics of ordnance survey map work and using an atlas to 

improve locational knowledge. 
3. Introduction to the geography of Africa – history, countries, population, physical features and 

biomes. Looking at the Horn of Africa in detail as a regional study. 
4. Taking part in a fieldwork investigation outside the classroom. Studying a local settlement using 

the summer fieldtrip to Ludlow. 
5. Looking at the basic elements of human geography – exploring concepts/ issues relating to 

population, settlement, transport and economic activity. 
 

Assessment 
Through studying the places, topics and issues outlined above, the girls will be assessed to 
demonstrate how well they can:– 
 

 Ask questions, analyse evidence and suggest solutions to a problem. 
  Plan and develop their own enquiries. 
 Use a range of skills that are fundamental to geography, including using and constructing 

maps, plans and graphs, selecting and using fieldwork approaches and techniques 
 Communicate geographical knowledge, understanding and attitudes in writing or as an oral 

presentation. 
 

The girls will carry out three formal assessments throughout the year.  
 
 

 
**************************
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HISTORY 
 
 
Aims 
 To challenge students’ preconceptions about what History is and introduce them to the exciting 

work that historians do today.  
 Develop a chronological understanding and appreciation of cause and consequence by exploring 

key moments in British history.  
 Introduce the key historical investigation skills of source analysis and evaluation. 
 Develop student’s analytical skills and improve their ability to explain, develop and justify their 

arguments in written work and orally through debate and discussion.  
 Inspire enthusiasm for History with the study of physical remains in the local historical 

environment.  
 
Content  
Term 1 and 2: 
Medieval Realms topics include: -    The Battle of Hastings and the Norman Conquest 
        The Black Death 
        The Peasants’ Revolt 
Term 2 and 3: 
The Making of the UK topics include: - The Tudor dynasty 

   The English Reformation  
   “Bloody” Mary 
    Elizabeth I 

Key Questions 
Why did William win the Battle of Hastings? 
Which was more significant the Peasants’ Revolt or the Black Death? 
Why did Henry VIII break away from Rome?  
 
 
Learning activities 
Discussion and debate, role plays, group work, research projects and presentations. 
Essay writing and source analysis and evaluation activities.  
Field trip to a Castle. 
 
 
Assessment 
Students will have regular feedback on their progress with opportunities for peer and self-reflection 
also throughout the year to help develop their skills and understanding. There will be regular 
homework which may be independent work, group work, research or short written or creative tasks. 
 
There will be three formal assessments throughout the year to test key historical skills including a 
summer examination.  
 

*************************** 
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INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 
 

Instrumental Music tuition is available in the following instrument groups: woodwind, brass, strings, 
percussion and singing.  Students may elect to receive a weekly lesson, for which there is a charge, 
and it is possible to hire school instruments where appropriate.   
 
A wide variety of instrumental groups exist and students may join these, whether or not they receive 
tuition in school. Entry to some groups is dependant upon grade. 
 
All students have the opportunity to take external examinations (Associated Board and Trinity 
Guildhall) which are held each term. 
 
Further details are available from Mrs Bishop. 
 

 
 

*************************** 
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MATHEMATICS 
 
Aims 
Mathematics contributes to the school curriculum by developing students’ abilities to calculate; to 
develop fluency; to reason mathematically; to solve problems and to handle data.  Mathematics is 
important for students in many other areas of study, particularly science and technology.  It is also 
important in everyday living, in many forms of employment, and in public decision-making.  As a 
subject in its own right, Mathematics presents frequent opportunities for creativity, and can stimulate 
moments of pleasure and wonder when a problem is solved for the first time, or a more elegant 
solution to a problem is discovered, or when hidden connections suddenly manifest. 
 
Content 
Students will be following the National Curriculum with mathematical problem-solving at the heart of 
our approach. Students are encouraged to identify, understand and apply relevant mathematical 
principles and make connections between different ideas.  In this way, we intend to equip them with 
the skills that they will need to solve problems in the future. 
 
The foundation of our year 7 programme of study is number work.  Strong numerical skills will enable 
us to ensure that students can face work in other areas of the curriculum with confidence.  We will 
start to write in algebra and use it to solve problems in context.  We will meet geometry and 
probability. 
 
The Majority of work covered in year 7 will be at grades 3 and 4 of the new GCSE, although it may 
be necessary to cover support work at grade 2 or desirable to challenge at grade 5.  Mathematics is a 
building block subject and therefore the topics studied in Year 7 form a foundation for subsequent 
studies. 
 
Assessment 
Assessment occurs in every lesson both formally and informally.  Homework is set twice a week and 
should last approximately 30 minutes each time.  This may be combined into larger pieces at the 
class teacher's discretion. Homework and class work form part of the formal assessment process 
together with termly common assessments and the school examinations in the Summer Term. 

 
 

************************* 
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MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES 
 
In September 2018 students will study two modern languages: all students will study French and 
Russian. (They will also study Latin from September 2019).  
 
Aims 
Our aim is to make students confident and competent linguists who appreciate other people’s 
cultures. 

Content 

Students in Year 7 are expected to receive a firm foundation in the target language and to become 
language learners with skills which could be transferred to the learning of other languages later on.  
This will be done through a range of everyday topics to include: the family, leisure activities, daily 
routine.  Students will also learn about cultural differences in the target-language countries. 
 

Teaching will focus on developing students’ competence in listening, speaking, reading and writing, 
based on a sound foundation of core grammar and vocabulary.   

Assessment 

Homework will initially be mostly learning vocabulary and grammar but this will increase to include 
activities in the four skills, with clear guidance about how to make progress in the four skills.  
Assessment (formative or summative) is done in every term and progress and targets are recorded 
by students on a tracker sheet throughout the year. 
 

 
 

************************* 
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MUSIC 
 

Aims 
 To provide opportunities for developing knowledge, skills and understanding of the musical 

elements. 
 To explore the part that music has to play in national and global culture through the study of 

Chinese music and Samba. 
 
Content 
Units of study include 

 Beat That! 
   Chinese music 

 Notation 
The Orchestra 

 Minimalism and Fanfares   
 
Throughout each of these units of work, students will have opportunities to perform, compose and 
analyse music from the style, genre or musical tradition studied. They will work collaboratively to 
explore a wide range of musical contexts and will learn theory of music throughout the year. 
 
Visits 
Members of Year 7 will be taken to either a concert or a theatre production where they will 
experience live music linked to one of their units of study. 
 
 
Assessment 
Within each unit of study there are opportunities for students to evaluate their own work and that of 
their peers and each unit will also be teacher assessed. There will be a final listening examination at 
the end of the year to test understanding of each of the units of study.   
  

*************************** 
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PERSONAL, SOCIAL, HEALTH AND CITIZENSHIP EDUCATION 
 
 

 
What is PSHCE? 
Your PSHCE lessons will promote your personal wellbeing by covering personal identity, healthy 
lifestyles, risk, relationships and diversity.  They will promote your economic wellbeing by covering 
career, capability and economic understanding. 
 
What is citizenship? 
Citizenship education will empower you to participate in society as active, informed, critical and 
responsible citizens. It will be taught in PSHCE lessons; some history, geography and RS lessons and 
through active participation in a whole range of school and community activities. 

Sex and Relationships Education (SRE) is taught within the PSHCE programme.  The topics are 
repeated in a development programme to enable children to build upon prior learning, and are 
covered in the ‘Developing a healthy lifestyle’ and ‘Developing your relationships’ components. 

Programme 

 

Developing you 
 
1. Getting to know you                               
2. What stresses you out?                        
3. How can we help each other? 
4. Personal, learning and thinking skills        
5. Credit for Life 
6. Careers         

Developing as a citizen 
 
1. Celebration of diversity 
2. Who am I? 
3.   Preparation for visitor 
4.   Visitor session 

Developing a healthy lifestyle 
 
1. Puberty – reinforce facts about changes 

and assess prior knowledge. 
2. Dispelling myths about puberty and sex 

through discussion with the school 
nurse. 

3. Know about alcohol. 
 

Developing your relationships 
 
1. Communication – developing listening 

skills. 
2. Friendship – what makes a good friend 

and changing friendship patterns? 
3. Family life – improving relationships 

with parents. 
4. Online behaviour 

 
 
 

*********************** 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 
Aims 
The department provides a safe working and learning environment, where each girl has the 
opportunity to develop across a range of activities, to the best of her ability.  This not only involves 
the development of physical skills, but how to apply them effectively, individually, with a partner and 
as a team,  leading to tactical strategies; how to evaluate and improve performance; an appreciation 
of the importance of rules and their application in competition; a positive attitude towards health and 
fitness; an opportunity to develop creative performance. 
 
Content 
Students will be expected to take on and develop a variety of roles within lessons.  The main 
emphasis will be on adapting and refining skills in invasion games (netball/football or hockey), 
striking and fielding games (rounders/cricket), net games (tennis), athletics, gymnastics, dance and 
orienteering/fitness;  working in modified games to develop co-operation and tactical understanding; 
creating and performing gymnastic sequences on the floor and apparatus; creating and performing 
dances using a range of movement patterns and motifs;  preparing and recovering from specific 
activities and understanding the benefits of regular exercise;  developing their problem solving skills 
and team cohesion in orienteering/fitness. 
 
Assessment 
In Physical Education students will be undergoing continuous assessment based on how they are 
performing and how they demonstrate progress within each lesson.  Within some units students will 
work towards a final ‘assessment performance’, however weekly developments will also play an 
important role. 
 
The PE Department do, however, put more emphasis on individual progress and steps for 
progression rather than grades attained.  Grades awarded, simply benchmark where students are at 
and highlight what steps they need to take to move forward. 
   

*************************** 
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PHYSICS 
 
Aims 
Physics is the study of the laws that govern the working of the physical world. It helps us to answer 
the questions 'Why?' and 'How?'  Each topic is chosen to broaden students’ knowledge of their 
surroundings and to encourage them to want to find out more.  
 
This year students will be introduced to specialised scientific terms and units and will learn how to 
measure accurately, use laboratory equipment safely, manipulate equations to calculate values, 
interpret simple graphs and draw scientific diagrams.  
 
They will have an opportunity to display data in tables, draw bar charts, pie charts and graphs and 
look for patterns and trends in data. 
 
 
Content 

 Forces: Students will begin a topic to study the forces around us; they will go on to study 
concepts such as floating, magnetism, friction. 

 Space. This topic studies the Planets and Sun in our Solar System. Students become 
equipped to analyse data relating to this. 

 Electricity: Students begin work to understand how an electric current transfers energy 
around a circuit. Work continues to understand how an electric current transfers energy in 
various circuits and the factors affecting current. 

 Sound: Students will study the properties of sound waves. 
 
Assessment 
At the end of each topic there is a test to make sure that the work covered has been understood and 
to show the type of questions on each topic likely to be asked in the summer examination.  Students 
are given plenty of notice of the test date and homework time to revise for the test and the teacher 
advises how best to set about learning the work.  At the end of the year students will be assessed on 
all topics. 
 

*************************** 
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RELIGIOUS STUDIES 
 
The study of the nature of God, Christianity and Sikhism. 

Aims 

Key Stage 3 study of Religious Studies begins with a philosophical enquiry into the nature of God, the 
challenges this raises for some people, and the ways in which religious believers have sought to 
overcome these challenges. Study continues with an exploration of the key beliefs and practices of 
Christianity and Sikhism and to develop the ability to appreciate what it means to be a Christian or 
Sikh. The study of religions allows students to consider ways in which people express their faith 
through action and the impact of religious belief on the lives of followers today.  

Content 

 The nature of God 

 The problem of evil 

 The teleological argument 

 Science vs. religion 

 Stewardship and dominion 

 The life and significance of Jesus 

 Key beliefs and practices in Sikhism 

Learning activities 

Independent thinking, paired, group and class discussions and debate. 
Research and written work, including essay writing and the development of GCSE exam skills. 
 

Assessment 
Formative assessment throughout each topic, leading to an end of topic summative assessment. 
End of Year Examination. 
 
All students have a copy of the Level Descriptors for Religious Studies in their exercise books. 
 
 
 

********************** 


