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In this booklet you will find information 
about the courses your daughter will be 
studying in Year 9, the activities she will 
be undertaking and the ways in which 
she will be assessed. 
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ART & DESIGN 
 
 
Content  
The year develops an extended portfolio similar to that of a foundation course GCSE, where 
individuals choose from four broad themes or art movements as their starting point in the 
Autumn Term.  All students have the opportunity to develop personal work in a variety of 
media including printmaking. In the Summer Term students reflect upon their portfolio and 
develop ideas into abstraction, supported by digital media. 
 

Assessment 
Students receive regular feedback on their progress, both verbally and through written 
comments, both of which are recorded in their Reflection Booklets within sketchbooks.  
Ongoing portfolio work features tasks that are assessed according to statements described in 
the Reflection Booklet. These are based on skills required to meet GCSE assessment criteria.   
 
 

*************************** 
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BIOLOGY 
 
Aims 
To promote an enjoyment of the subject through the teaching of GCSE work, with emphasis on 
application of knowledge and experimental skills. 
 
Content 
Autumn 1 
Plant and animal cells, the cell cycle and practical microscope and bacterial work. 
 
Spring 2 
Movement of substances and associated practicals, tissues and organs, the digestive system 
and associated practicals. 
 
Summer 3 
The structure of the heart and circulatory system, heart disease and transplantation.  There is 
also a trip to Chester zoo which will enforce some of the work they have been doing in their 
science lessons. 
 
 
Assessment 
Classwork and homework are marked and assessed regularly.  Testing after each unit of work 
is regularly achieved and there is an examination in June.  
 

*************************** 
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CHEMISTRY 
 
Aims 
This year we will begin the GCSE Chemistry course studying the new syllabus for examinations 
starting in 2018. We will build on knowledge from Key Stage 3 and apply it to new situations 
and study theoretical, physical, inorganic and organic chemistry, along with the fundamental 
principles in real life situations and applications. 
 
Content  
The topics studied in this year are: 
 
Autumn Term 
 Atomic structure and the periodic table 
 
Spring Term  
 Bonding, structure and properties of matter 

 
Summer Term 

 Chemistry of the atmosphere 
 Practical techniques 
 
Assessment 
The work will be assessed through written tests on the GCSE work, and ongoing assessment of 
practical, research and presentation skills.  There will be a main exam during the Summer Term 
to assess the work completed in GCSE chemistry.   
 

 
 
 

*************************** 
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COMPUTING   
 
Aims 
Students are taught in accordance with the National Curriculum Computing Programme of 
Study published in 2013. The aims of the curriculum are to ensure that all pupils: 

 Can understand and apply the fundamental principles and concepts of computer 
science, including abstraction, logic, algorithms and data representation. 

 Can analyse problems in computational terms, and have repeated practical experience 
of writing computer programs to solve such problems. 

 Can evaluate and apply information technology, including new or unfamiliar 
technologies, analytically to solve problems. 

 Are responsible, competent, confident and creative users of information and 
communication technology. 

Content 
During this year students will build upon previous learning in the following areas to lay the 
foundations for further study at Key Stage 4, GCSE Computer Science. 

 Algorithms and programming techniques: (Strands 1 & 2) 
o Computational thinking to solve problems. 
o Searching and sorting algorithms. 
o The use of sequence, selection and iteration in programs. 
o String manipulation and file handling. 

 Data representation: (Strand 3) 
o The use of binary and hexadecimal codes. 

 Operating systems. (Strand 4) 
 Computer crime and cyber security: (Strands 5 & 6) 

o Types of crime and applicable laws. 
 Ethical, legal, cultural and environmental concerns of our increased use of technology. 

(Strands 5 & 6) 
 

Assessment 
Progress is mapped to criteria that align with the new GCSE 9-1 grade descriptors.  
Students are assessed throughout the year to show their progress through six key strands. 
The key strands are: 

1. Algorithms 
2. Programming & Development 
3. Data & Data Representation 
4. Hardware & Processing 
5. Communication & Networks 
6. Information Technology 

 
Homework is set every lesson to demonstrate application of knowledge, understanding of key 
concepts, problem-solving skills or to prepare for the following lesson. 

*********************
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DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY 
 

Aims 
D&T aims to prepare students with technological and practical skills for problem solving and 
creativity in a range of disciplines.  They work in a variety of stimulating contexts to draw upon 
the local community and wider world when identifying needs and opportunities.  Students 
evaluate past and present design and technology, its users and effects to become 
discriminating users of products and innovative designers.  In Year 9 students are expected to 
make use of ICT and the CAD/CAM available in school to address a design brief or context. 
 
 
Content 
All students complete a ‘design and make’ project based on a given theme and design brief.  
Students develop their product following research and conclude with critical evaluation.  More 
emphasis is placed upon CAD/CAM, problem solving and alternative design, alongside 
knowledge and understanding of new technology and design and technology in the wider 
world. 
 
 

**************************** 
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ENGLISH 
 
Aims 

 To further broaden students’ experience of literary and non-literary texts and develop 
their ability to examine and write analytically on unseen material. 

 To refine key analytical skills in preparation for GCSE through exposure to a range of 
challenging literary and non-literary texts 

 To encourage students to identify their own strengths and weaknesses as writers and to 
support them in addressing the latter 

 To consolidate students’ knowledge and understanding of the conventions of a range of 
different writing forms 

 To further develop students’ confidence in speaking in a range of different contexts, 
again in preparation for GCSE 

 To acquire knowledge and understanding of one of the GCSE literature set texts 
 
Content 
Please note that we begin the GCSE course after Easter, although we still use work completed 
after this point to inform Teacher Assessments, which are submitted in the form of GCSE 1-9 
levels towards the end of the summer term. 
 
Literature 
Students will study one play by Shakespeare, usually Romeo and Juliet, on which they will be 
examined in February.  In preparation for this assessment, a professional theatre company 
comes into school to deliver a workshop focusing on aspects of the play in performance and 
Shakespeare’s use of language.  Students also explore the language of rhetoric and persuasion 
and how this is used across a range of texts.    In addition to this, students will study a 
selection of pre- and/or post-1900 poetry.  Our aim is to consolidate the work we have done 
across Key Stage 3 in developing students’ literary analysis skills and to encourage them to 
engage with the often complex themes and ideas within a text, exploring its moral and 
philosophical implications and considering its relationship to the time in which it was written.  
These are all key strands of the GCSE assessment criteria and, as such, the work we do before 
Easter is preparation for the GCSE course, which we start in the Summer Term.  We begin by 
studying a GCSE Literature set text. 
 
Media 
Students will study a range of media forms, focusing particularly on print and web-based media 
such as advertising and journalism, in preparation for GCSE English Language.  Students are 
taught to apply the same critical analysis skills to media texts as they do to literary texts, 
considering the use of both language and layout in conveying the writer’s viewpoint.  We 
continue to encourage students to reflect on the importance of the media in influencing the 
way we see the world and to demonstrate confidence in their ability to interpret and challenge 
the views/opinions expressed. 
 
Writing 
We continue to stress the importance of accurate and fluent written communication, focusing 
on aspects of writing such as sentence construction and paragraphing.  We also reinforce the 
need for students to proof-read and edit their work carefully and to take responsibility for re-
drafting.  Students will be given the opportunity to consolidate their knowledge and 
understanding of different writing formats and continue to develop the ability to adapt their 
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style to form, audience and purpose, gaining a more confident appreciation of register.  Their 
experience of writing may incorporate creative or other imaginative forms of writing, from 
which students derive a great deal of enjoyment.  Students sit a past GCSE Writing paper in 
their summer examination, the marks for which are combined with the marks for the 
Shakespeare paper to produce an overall percentage. 
 
Speaking and Listening 
Students will develop greater confidence in contributing to whole-class, small group and paired 
discussion and we continue to encourage them to articulate independent views.  We also stress 
the need to respond sensitively and constructively to the contributions of others.  Students will 
also be expected to give an individual presentation, which may be an informative talk about a 
subject which interests them or a persuasive speech on a topical issue and will be marked 
against GCSE criteria to be awarded a pass, merit or distinction. 
 
The ERIC scheme continues into Year 9 as an Extended Reading Project.  Pupils are given a 
recommended reading list and choose a substantial text to read and complete an in-depth 
study.  They have a day to research and prepare during activities week and have the 
opportunity to work with a group of published authors.  Representatives from Wolverhampton 
University attend to support the pupils with presentational skills.  They then present their study 
to their class and are assessed. 
 
Drama 
Drama continues to play an important part within English lessons through role-play and 
improvisation, script-writing and performance.  We aim to study the Shakespeare play with an 
emphasis on performance rather than simply focusing on the written word, which is why we 
bring in a professional theatre company to deliver a workshop on the play prior to the 
Shakespeare assessment in February.  Thus, students will develop their knowledge and 
understanding of dramatic techniques.  
  
Assessment 
Students will be awarded a GCSE level 1-9 at least once every half term to cover Reading, 
Writing and Speaking and Listening up until Easter.  Students will sit a common assessment on 
a Shakespeare play, the marks for which will be combined with the marks from the writing 
paper they will sit in the Summer Term to produce an overall examination result. 
 
 

********************* 
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GEOGRAPHY  

 

Aims 
1. To build on and expand personal experiences of geography. 
2. To use a wide range of approaches to enquiries e.g. independent investigation, use of 

maps, geographical information systems and other geographical data. 
3. To participate in informed responsible action in relation to geographical issues. 
4. To make links between geography and other subjects. 
5. To undertake and plan fieldwork investigations outside the classroom. 

 
 

Content 
1. The Challenge of Resource Management including: 

 Global resource use and inequality. 
 Use of resources in the UK. 
 Sustainable management of food, water and energy. 
 Detailed study of water as a resource.  

 
2. The Living World including: 

 Introduction to ecosystems. 
 Tropical rainforests: distinctive characteristics, deforestation and sustainability. 
 Hot Deserts: distinctive characteristics, development of the deserts to create 

opportunities and desertification.  
 

Assessment 
The main form of assessment will be end of unit tests in preparation for GCSE.  Group 
presentations, peer and self-assessment are also used, together with ICT for the field work.   
 
Through studying the places, topics and issues outlined above, the girls will be assessed to 
demonstrate how well they can:- 
 

 Suggest and evaluate solutions to a problem. 
 Independently plan and develop their own fieldwork enquiry. 
 Use a range of geographical skills including graphical, literacy, investigative, statistical, 

ICT and cartographic skills. 
 Communicate geographical knowledge and understanding in writing demonstrating 

empathy towards stakeholders. 
 
The girls will carry out three formal levelled assessments throughout the year. 

 

********************** 
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HISTORY 
 

Aims 
 Develop source evaluation skills so students can evaluate more independently the uses 

and limitations of sources for a particular purpose.  

 Increase understanding and ability to explain how various causes interlink and assess 

relative significance of different factors when discussing historical events.   

 Consider the significance of people and recent historical events which give essential 

insights into today’s world.   

 Develop an understanding on what historical interpretations are and why they differ 

 
Content 
Twentieth Century World: 

-Origins of World War I 
-Trench warfare and life on the Home Front  
-The treaty of Versailles 
-The rise of Hitler 
-Origins of World War II 
-Britain’s role in World War II and life on the Home Front 
-The Holocaust 
-Dropping of the Atomic Bombs on Japan 

 
Key Questions 
 Did Haig deserve his reputation as ‘Butcher of the Somme’? 
 How far did the Treaty of Versailles cause the Second World War? 
 Why did the Holocaust take place? 
 Should the USA have dropped the Atomic Bomb?  
 
 
Learning Activities 
 Discussion and debate, role plays, group work, research projects and presentations. 
 Essay writing and source analysis and evaluation activities.  
 Students will also have the opportunity to meet a Holocaust survivor to help their study of 

the Holocaust and create a reflection piece based on this.  
 
Assessment 
Students will have regular feedback on their progress with opportunities for peer and self-
reflection also throughout the year to help develop their skills and understanding. There will be 
regular homework which may be independent work, group work, research or short written or 
creative tasks. 
 
There will be three formal assessments throughout the year to test key historical skills including 
a summer examination. 
 

*************************** 
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INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 
 
 

Instrumental Music tuition is available in the following instrument groups: woodwind, brass, 
strings, percussion and singing.  Students may elect to receive a weekly lesson, for which there 
is a charge, and it is possible to hire school instruments where appropriate.   
 
A wide variety of instrumental groups exist and students may join these, whether or not they 
receive tuition in school.  
 
All students have the opportunity to take external examinations (Associated Board and Trinity 
Guildhall) which are held each term. 
 
Further details are available from Mrs Bishop. 
 

************************ 
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LATIN 
 

 
 
Aims 
Our prime aim is to teach Latin in an enjoyable way for reading purposes so that our students 
can learn about a civilisation on which our modern way of life is based, in the original language.  
We use the Cambridge Latin course which is a well-proven course in Latin, and supplement it 
with our own material, background books, DVDs, worksheets and the CLC website and e-
learning resources. 
 
The students follow the story of a family and particularly one man, Quintus, in various 
adventures through the Roman Empire.  In Year 9 the language used is more advanced than 
that met previously. 
 
Content 
Autumn Term 
After the eruption of Mount Vesuvius, the stories continue in Book II of the Cambridge Latin 
course into Roman Britain just after its conquest by the Romans.  Written work and learning are 
centred around understanding modal verbs, the concept of the infinitive and the use of 
adjectives.  Life on an estate with farms, mines and Roman officials forms the background to 
the story line. 
  
Spring Term 
Students will read stories about the palace of Fishbourne, the role of King Cogidubnus and the 
Roman Government of Britain and they will increase their understanding of Latin by 
encountering direct questions and commands.   Our visit to the Roman Baths at Bath 
complements the study of Roman Britain. 
 
Summer Term 
Our storyline moves to Alexandria.  Through stories of this multicultural city, students will 
broaden their knowledge of vocabulary, unusual word order, some irregular verbs and more 
complex sentence constructions. 
 
Assessment 
Translation and comprehension skills are assessed in the form of written work regularly 
throughout the year; vocabulary and grammar via tests.  In class peer and self-assessment are 
often used.  Background topics are assessed through written or practical assignments and tests 
and, where appropriate, through work resulting from trips to historical sites.  Assessment is 
both summative and formative.  Problems diagnosed via the mid-year test and/or the summer 
examinations are addressed through extra tuition, often by peer mentoring.  The department 
gives detailed assessment for learning through individualised reports. 
 
 

************************ 
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MATHEMATICS 
 
Aims 
Mathematics contributes to the school curriculum by developing students’ abilities to calculate; 
to reason logically, algebraically and geometrically; to solve problems and to handle data.  
Mathematics is important for students in many other areas of study, particularly science and 
technology.  It is also important in everyday living, in many forms of employment, and in public 
decision-making.  As a subject in its own right, Mathematics presents frequent opportunities for 
creativity, and can stimulate moments of pleasure and wonder when a problem is solved for the 
first time, or a more elegant solution to a problem is discovered, or when hidden connections 
suddenly manifest. 
 
Content 
Students will embark on their three year GCSE journey. The new GCSE identifies the need for 
mathematical problem-solving to be at the heart of our approach. Pupils are encouraged to 
identify, understand and apply relevant mathematical principles and make connections between 
different ideas.  In this way, we intend to equip them with the skills that they will need to solve 
problems in the future. 
 
We continue to build on the strong foundations laid in year 7 and 8; students will have the 
opportunity to practise skills covered previously and to extend their understanding of them.  
They will also meet many of the algebra skills that they will use throughout the rest of their 
mathematical studies such as simultaneous and quadratic equations.  
 
The Majority of work covered in year 9 will be at grades 5 and 6 of the new GCSE, although it 
may be necessary to cover support work at lower grades or desirable to challenge at grade 6 
and above.  Mathematics is a building block subject and therefore the topics studied in Year 9 
form a foundation for subsequent studies. 
 
Assessment 
Assessment occurs in every lesson both formally and informally.  Homework is set twice a week 
and should last approximately 35 minutes each time.  This may be combined into larger pieces 
at the class teacher's discretion. Homework and class work form part of the formal assessment 
process together with termly Common Assessments and the school examinations in the 
Summer Term. 
 

**************** 
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MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES 

 

Aims 

Our aim is to make students confident and competent linguists who appreciate other people’s 
cultures.  They will continue to study the two modern languages which they began in Year 7.  
For Year 9, these will be French and Spanish.  

Content 

The content for the study of the modern languages is broadly similar.  Topics focus on themes 
such as: 
 
Everyday Activities (home, school, food). 
Personal and Social Life (free time, holidays). 
The World Around Us (home town, environment, customs). 
 
The emphasis is on skills and on progression through language structures. 
 
Citizenship and cultural awareness are important aspects of our provision. 
 
Assessment 
Homework will include activities in the four skills. 
 
Assessment (formative or summative) is done in every term and progress and targets are 
recorded on a tracker sheet throughout the year. 
 
All students must continue with at least one modern language in KS4.  They may study either 
French or Spanish – or both, it they wish.  All the vocabulary, grammar and structures taught in 
Years 7-9 give a firm foundation for the GCSE course.  Performance in both languages is 
consistently high in KS4. 
 
 

************************ 
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MUSIC 
 
Aims 

 To provide opportunities for developing knowledge, skills and understanding of the 
composer’s intentions through the study of arranging and song writing; a composition 
project writing to perform 

 To explore fusion and communication in a range of music from different times. 
 

Content 
Units of study are focussed upon developing musical skills and understanding.  Units on the 
Beatles are taken alongside an arrangement project where students work together to produce a 
cover/arrangement of a song of their choice and a composition of a pop song.  The year 
concludes with work on motivic developments. 
  
Throughout each of these units of work, students will have opportunities to perform, compose 
and analyse music from the style, genre or musical tradition studied. They will work 
collaboratively to explore a wide range of musical contexts and will learn theory of music 
throughout the year. 
 
Assessment 
Within each unit of study there are opportunities for students to evaluate their own work and 
that of their peers and each unit will also be teacher assessed.  
 
There will be a listening examination at the end of the year to test understanding of the units 
of study.  
 
A performance examination will be undertaken during the examination period.  
 
 
 
 

*************************** 
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PERSONAL, SOCIAL, HEALTH AND CITIZENSHIP EDUCATION 

 
 

Your PSHCE lessons will promote your personal wellbeing by covering personal identity, healthy 
lifestyles, risk, relationships and diversity.  They will promote your economic wellbeing by 
covering career, capability and economic understanding. 
  
What is citizenship? 
Citizenship education will empower you to participate in society as active, informed, critical and 
responsible citizens. It will be taught in PSHCE lessons; some history, geography and RS 
lessons and through active participation in a whole range of school and community activities. 

Sex and Relationships Education (SRE) is taught within the PSHCE programme.  The topics are 
repeated in a development programme to enable children to build upon prior learning, and are 
covered in the ‘Developing a healthy lifestyle’ and ‘Developing your relationships’ components. 

 
Programme 
 
Careers 

1. Enterprising Skills 
2. Entrepreneurs  
3. Labour market statistics 
4. Workplace skills 

 
                

Developing as a citizen 
1. Voting 
2. The significance of the media 
3. Resolving conflict 

 

Developing a Healthy Lifestyle 
 

1. Taking risks – personal safety out and about. 
2. Power and control – relationships with parents and teachers. 
3. Signs of relationship abuse. 
4. Personal networks – developing a healthy support network.  Consent – it’s up to you. 

 
Developing your relationships 
 

1. Choices – look at a range of options for sexual behaviours 
2. First sex – to enable students to weigh up the benefits and costs of early sexual activity. 
3. Contraception – an investigation of available methods and their reliability. 
4. Sexually transmitted infections – understanding about common sexually transmitted 

infections, dispelling fears about treatment and wider consequences. 
 

************************ 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 

Aims 
The department provides a safe working and learning environment, where each girl has 
the opportunity to develop across a range of activities, to the best of her ability.  This 
not only involves the development of physical skills, but how to apply them effectively, 
individually, with a partner and as a team, leading to tactical strategies; how to evaluate 
and improve performance; an appreciation of the importance of rules and their 
application in competition; a positive attitude towards health and fitness; an opportunity 
to develop creative performance. 
 
Content 
Adapting, refining and consolidating existing skills and extending Year 7 work in 
invasion games, net games (tennis and badminton), striking and fielding games, 
athletics, gymnastics, fitness and dance.  Focusing on developing team attacking and 
defending strategies in games with an understanding of positional roles.  Developing 
compositional work in gymnastics and dance.  Students also have the opportunity to 
develop their leadership skills. 
 
Assessment 
In Physical Education students will be undergoing continuous assessment based on how 
they are performing and how they demonstrate progress within each lesson.  Within 
some units students will work towards a final ‘assessment performance’, however 
weekly developments will also play an important role. 
 
All students are given self-assessment sheets at the start of the unit, which outline the 
outcomes they are expected to demonstrate in order to achieve a certain grade.  
Students are awarded a tiered level for each activity that they take part in. This will 
suggest whether they are 'Emerging, Developing, Secure or Mastery in their skill 
application and gameplay / performance. These will be shared with the students at the 
end of each unit.   An average grade is then established for each student based on their 
performance in all activity areas. These will be reported to parents at the end of Year 9.  
It is expected that most students should achieve a grade 6 or 7 by the end of Year 9. 
 
The PE Department do, however, put more emphasis on individual progress and steps 
for progression rather than grades attained.  Grades awarded, simply benchmark where 
students are at and highlight what steps they need to take to move forward. 
 
 
 

****************************** 
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PHYSICS GCSE (AQA PHYSICS) 
 

 

Aims 
This year, students will begin the study of their Physics GCSE.  They will be introduced 
to more specialised scientific terms and units and will learn how to measure precisely, 
use laboratory equipment with confidence, manipulate equations to calculate values, 
interpret simple graphs and draw scientific diagrams.  
 
They will have an opportunity to display data in tables, draw bar charts, pie charts and 
graphs and look for patterns and trends in data. They will be expected to use the 
correct scientific vocabulary to describe their findings. 
 
Content 
Conservation and dissipation of energy, energy transfer by heating energy resources 
and electric circuits. 
 
Assessment 
At the end of each topic there is a test to make sure that the work has been understood 
and to show the type of questions on each topic they are likely to be asked in the 
summer examination.  Students are given plenty of notice of the test date and 
homework time to revise for the test and the teacher advises how best to set about 
learning the work.  At the end of the year they will undertake an examination paper 
composed of GCSE standard questions. They will also be tested on their graph plotting 
skills and ability to interpret data. 
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RELIGIOUS STUDIES 

 

Students begin the AQA A Religious Studies GCSE. 
 
Aims 
Students begin the three year GCSE Course in Religious Studies which explores key 
beliefs and Practices in Christianity and Buddhism, alongside a thematic approach to the 
study of the World Religions.  
 
Content 

 Religion, Crime and Punishment 

o The aims of punishment 

o Corporal and capital punishment 

o Religious attitudes to suffering and forgiveness 

 

 Buddhist key beliefs 

 Religion, Peace and Conflict 
o Peace, justice, forgiveness and reconciliation 
o Violent protest and terrorism 
o Weapons of mass destruction 
o Pacifism and peacemaking 

 
Learning activities 
 Independent thinking, paired, group and class discussions and debate. 
 Research and written work, including essay writing and the development of GCSE 

exam skills. 
 
Assessment 
Formative assessment throughout each topic, leading to an end of topic summative 
assessment. 
 
End of Year Examination. 

 

************************** 


